
Open Days : January 30 & 31 
As a club we need to promote ourselves and the activities we do. Our Open Weekend, 
on January 30/31, 2016 is designed to do this, as well as promoting the upcoming Bush-
craft Course. This time the clubrooms will be used on both the Saturday and Sunday – 
we are looking for members to come along and assist with either day. We will have vari-
ous displays of everything the OTMC has to offer, and require people to talk to our visi-
tors – if you can spare some time on either day, put your name down on the list in the 
clubrooms, or contact Gene Dyett on 4557465. 

The second part of the open weekend is an opportunity for interested people to join us 

on a short walk on the Leith Saddle track – we have chosen this walk as it is easily ac-

cessible and (on a good day) provides some great views. Again, the committee would 

appreciate volunteers to assist with taking peo-

ple up the track, there will be departures on the 

hour from 10am until 3pm – if you can help at 

any time please let a committee member know. 

Bushcraft 2016 
Following a very successful Bushcraft course in 
2015 (over 50 participants), the course returns 
in 2016. In reviewing Bushcraft 2015, it was felt 
that the course ended too late (in late April) – 
next year the course will end in the middle of 
March which will allow more opportunities for 
new-found tramping skills to be used before the 
colder months set in. 

The course is designed for people interested in 
learning the basic tramping skills, as well as 
providing an opportunity for others to brush up 
on essential skills such as map and compass. 

The full course includes four Tuesday instruc-
tion evenings in our clubrooms which cover the 
basic tramping skills. There is also a practical 
navigation day on Flagstaff, a river safety day 
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December Trips 
Caples Greenstone Frazer Col 

Mt John Hut 

Kepler in a Day 

Mt Charles & Allan’s Beach 

Maungatuas 

 

January trips 
Herbert Forest 

Highlay Hill - Macraes 

Mt Cook area & Annette Plateau 

Matarae Station - Strath Taieri 

Leith Saddle (Open Day walk) 

OTMC Bulletin 
Newsletter of the Otago Tramping and Mountaineering Club  Inc   #767  December 2015 

Continued page 2 ... 

The December-January issue.  A bit bigger and a few more photos than usual, hope you 
enjoy it.  Always looking for more content, keep it coming.  Merry Xmas to all of OTMC. 



Gear Hire 
 

OTMC has a large 
amount of gear 
available for 
members to hire. 

 

 Ice Axes 

 Crampons 

 Cookers & 

Billies 

 Packs 

 Tents/Flys 

 Personal 

Locator  

Beacons 

 Climbing  

Helmets 

 Avalanche 

Transceivers 

and Probes 

 

Hire charge $5 for 
up to a week, then 
$5 per week. 

See or phone 
    Gene or Sam 

Well the new summer trip card is now out, many thanks to 
Wayne, Alan and trip leaders for sorting this out. Get planning 
and sort your next 6 months of trips. The club relies on trip 
leaders to lead the club’s trips and these leaders in turn select 
party leaders to organise the details such as party gear and 
food. Please remember when you sign up for weekend trips to 
put down a SAR (Search And Rescue) contact number, this is 
in case of emergency. I have noticed that very few people do 
this and it is up to the trip leader to contact all these people to 
get a SAR number. Also it states clearly on the form that sign-
ing the list makes you liable to pay the trip cost and refunds 
only on written application to the committee. 

We still have 20 people who have not paid their subscription 
for the 2015/2016 year which were due 1st July. Our club con-
stitution states that if subs are not paid by 1st November you 
have one month to pay otherwise you will cease to become a 
member of the OTMC. The club has already paid for these 
members FMC membership and the ongoing postage and 
bulletin costs. If this is you please get in touch with me (my 
details are in the bulletin) to discuss your membership status. 
Having 5 months to pay your subs in my opinion is very gen-
erous. 

The last committee meeting earlier this month highlights all 
the good work many people do in the OTMC. The Ben Rudd 
Trust do a great job looking after the clubs property near Flag-
staff. Due to a huge amount of work by Antony Pettinger the 
trust now has a presence on the website as well as a display 
in the clubrooms and a brochure, thanks Antony. 

The Leaning Lodge Trust have provided a great hut on the 
Rock and Pillar however they are working through some is-
sues with DOC and DCC. The Trust advise that the hut  
currently cannot be used except in an emergency until the 
issues are resolved. 

Richard Forbes 

President’s Report 
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as well as a weekend trip to the Silver Peaks that will tie eve-
rything together. We know there are people who are unable to 
attend the weekend trip, so if there is enough interest we are 
looking to run a Bushcraft 2016 day trip to the Silver Peaks on 
the same weekend. 

The first Tuesday evening is on February 16, and the conclud-

ing Silver Peaks weekend in on March 12-13. There is more 

information and application forms available on the club web-

site (www.otmc.co.nz/bushcraft.html) 

Antony Pettinger 
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President : Richard Forbes 453 1327 forbespotter@hotmail.com 
Vice President : Ray McAliece 454 4211 jillmcaliece@hotmail.com  
Secretary : Richelle Adams 476 1302 richelle@adamsflags.co.nz 
Treasurer : Rodger Clarkson  473 6053 rodger.clarkson@xtra.co.nz 
Chief Guide : Wayne Hodgkinson  473 0950 wphodgkinson@xtra.co.nz 
Membership Secretary : Richard Forbes 
Bulletin Editor : Barry Walker 477 5018 bmw@xtra.co.nz    
Social Conveners : Tony Timperley 473 7257 tonytimps@xtra.co.nz 
                                   & Gene Dyett  455 7465 m.gdyett@xtra.co.nz 
Daytrip Convener : Alan Thomson   455 7878 thomson@ihug.co.nz    
Gear Hire : Sam Patrick & Gene Dyett 
Website, Bushcraft : Antony Pettinger  473 7924 apett@es.co.nz                
Clubrooms Maintenance : Ray McAliece 
Librarian : Helen Jones  477 5018 hlnmaryjo@hotmail.com                    
Visitors meet and greet : Raewyn Duncan   487 8686 duncannz7@gmail.com 
Conservation; Advocacy; FMC : David Barnes 454 4492 david.barnes.nz@gmail.com 
Ben Rudd property : Sam Patrick                0272 864 836 sammpat@hotmail.com  

Your Committee 

There are still 20 subs to come in, if this is you please get in touch with me as they were 
due on the 1st July and our club constitution says they need to be paid before  
1st November otherwise Bulletins etc will be suspended. 

Membership   Richard Forbes, Membership Secretary  

New members this month 
 
· Sharon and Joe Bretherton 

· Mitch Carroll 

· Merly Jones (from Bushcraft) 
 

Members resigned this month 
 
· Katie Blakemore (moving to New 

Plymouth) 

· Anthony Robins (injured) 

I had amnesia once --- maybe twice. 

Protons have mass? I didn't even know they were Catholic. 

All I ask is a chance to prove that money can't make me happy. 

What is a "free" gift?  Aren't all gifts free? 

They told me I was gullible and I believed them. 

Experience is the thing you have left when everything else is gone. 

One nice thing about egotists – they don't talk about other people. 

I used to be indecisive. Now I'm not so sure. 

The OTMC bank account with ASB is …     12-3150-0311684-00 
Please include your name and the reason for the payment when using internet banking 
(which is the preferred option). 

Non-members must pay for trips when signing the trip list and members before departure. 

Vehicle suppliers/drivers will normally not pay the trip fee and will be reimbursed fuel 
costs later (check with the trip leader or Treasurer Rodger if in doubt). 

OTMC Bank Account 



Graham’s Bush, Organ Pipes 18 October 
(instead of Tavora Reserve & Anderson’s Beach) 

 
Awaking to a stunning morning, the same confirmed at Bobby’s Head, but from the im-
pending dark clouds in the south and the Metservice, I knew what was coming. 

I drove to the clubrooms, as the rain started, thinking I’d be sticking a Cancelled Notice on 
the door – to find 7 keen trampers expecting to go to Tavora Reserve/Andersons Lagoon.  
As we discussed the change to Graham’s Bush, owing to the predicted gale force winds, 
the wind and rain worsened. 

Peter, Lucy, Geraldine, Raewyn and Bronwen decided to bale, leaving Rodger, Jeff and 
myself.  Parking at the end of Hall Rd in Sawyers Bay, Bronwen pulled up behind us.  
She had changed her mind after noticing the distant blue sky and thought she’d join us 
after all. 

Well, we had the best part of the day!  Walking up through Graham’s Bush we were shel-
tered by the trees and it was only as we reached Mt Cargill Rd that we felt the strong 
wind.  As we paused, it whipped off Jeff’s sunhat and tossed it nearby, so fortunately he 
was able to retrieve it, then we continued up on to the Organ Pipes track.   

Here, we heard the wind through the treetops and felt it in some of the short exposed 
sections, where we also got substantial views of the Peninsula and Taiaroa Head.  Even-
tually we stopped for a nosey at the large bivvy type cave alongside the track and to our 
disgust found that someone had toileted there – ugh!  Thankfully Bronwen found a rock to 
cover it.  Usually this cave is a perfect spot for a group needing to shelter from the ele-
ments.  I remember Ian Sime showing it to me in the late 90’s and from memory, about 10 
or so of us trampers comfortably sat there having our lunch. 

10 minutes later we were at the Organ Pipes, with beaut views over Waitati and Blueskin 
Bay.  Bronwen pointed out a short uphill route over the tumbled stones to another view-
point at the top of the Pipes, however we all felt it too windy to attempt.  It would have to 
wait for another day.  So we descended the track, to a sunny spot, partially sheltered from 
the wind and with a view when standing.    

15 minutes later we continued downhill and soon after entering Graham’s Bush, we could 
hear a Tui nearby.  With the others ahead of me, I stopped to see if I could spy it in the 
trees – it was virtually right beside me, just slightly above, tumbling from a snapped 
branch as it flew from one tree to another.  There, the sun shone through the branches, 
highlighting the Tui’s bluey green feathers and lacy collar, bobbing its wattle as it sang.  
My fellow trampers had also stopped on the track just a bit beyond me and we all enjoyed 
experiencing this sight.  So lovely to see a Tui, like this, in its natural environment. 

Returning to our cars by 1.30pm, the rain began soon after, on our way back to the 
clubrooms.  Great timing eh! - (Jacqui King along with Rodger Clarkson, Bronwen Strang 
and Jeff). 
  

Mt Titiroa Traverse 27 October (Labour wkend) 
After a comfortable night at the Colhoun family crib, the two groups set off in their differ-
ent directions on Saturday morning – Dylan’s group to Borland, and Rose’s group to Pearl 
Harbour. Mike Molineux kindly ferried us across the river, dropping us off at the outlet 
which saved us half an hour’s walk. Keen to escape the sandflies, we strode off to-

Trip Reports 
Club activities over the past months 
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wards Hope Arm.  

There was a reasonable amount of windfall to dodge after the stormy winter, but we ar-
rived at Hope Arm in good time, just as the cold westerly began to pick up on the lake. 
Once over the hill into the Garnock Burn, we stopped for lunch in the valley at a campsite 
where we were tempted to stay for the weekend. But there was a mountain to climb, so 
we made our way through the boggy valley to the spur, trying to avoid holes hidden under 
the tussocks (Peter wasn’t so successful at this game). Climbing the spur required a solid 
grunt of a couple of hours, however we were very thankful to the deer for keeping the 
undergrowth sparse.  

As the route became steeper, we navigated around a few rocky bluffs until we topped out 
on a great viewpoint overlooking Lake Manapouri and the Garnock Burn. We could also 
see the clearing and saddle where we planned to camp for the night. However on reach-
ing the saddle, we discovered the wind was roaring up from the lake below, so we decid-
ed to pitch our camp just inside the bushline to get some shelter. 

Sunday dawned sunny and wind-free – a perfect day for exploring the tops. After a short 
sidle through the tussocks, we came out on the sandy ridge. Time for more photo stops, 
and a few checks of the rugby score by Murray.  We were in no hurry as we looked out 
across Lake Rakatu, the Hunter Mountains, and all the way to the head of Lake Te Anau. 
The rock formations were also astonishing, resembling a giant’s playground, or Stone-
henge. As we got higher, the snow patches became larger, until we discovered that our 
“easy” route across the east face was not going to be feasible. So we stuck to the ridge-
line which was completely free of snow and just required the odd scramble around rock 
pinnacles. 

We stood on the summit rock at 12.30pm and enjoyed some lunch with a view towards 
Lake Monowai, the Longwoods, and Hump Ridge. Although there were rumours of seeing 
Stewart Island from the summit, cloud obscured it for us. While at the top, we scouted, 
called and whistled for the other group crossing from the Borland end, but no sign was 
seen of them. The snow was still too thick for us to traverse the east face, so we contin-
ued along the ridge, with some steep sidling on the western face. Negotiating the rocky 
bluffs on the western face was a bit tricky, with loose rocks underfoot keeping us in full-
concentration mode. Eventually we found our way down to the scrub, and were lucky 
enough to see three hinds running across the basin. Then it was more sidling along the 
tussocky spurs to our next campsite at the tarns above North Borland hut.  

We’d had an ideal day weather-wise, but the wind changed direction and came hurtling 
across the tarns, resulting in a mostly sleepless night. An early start at 5.30am saw us 
packing up and getting out before breakfast as it was too miserable to stand around re-
lighting the gas cookers every time they blew out. Keeping to the true-left of the creek 
bed, we bush-bashed our way through bog pine which was much more dense than the 
way up from Hope Arm. Towards the bottom, the bush opened out and we made quick 
time across the valley to North Borland hut in time for breakfast.  

Happily we were back on the track and could relax as we wandered through the forest. 
Lunch was at an impressively huge rock bivvy, and finally we were back at Borland Lodge 
where the car was still waiting safely for us. Our feelings of accomplishment were some-
what dimmed when the lodge manager told us of another group who had kayaked across 
Lake Manapouri, biked from West Arm to Borland Lodge, then ran back across Mt Titiroa, 
all in 2 days. Back at the house in Manapouri, Tomas and Becky were relaxing while the 
rest of their group had already returned to Dunedin. They told us of their journey and we 
were pleased to discover everyone had made the summit and a successful traverse. 

Written by Rose Colhoun on behalf of Wayne Hodgkinson, Murray Hyslop, Peter Boek-
hout, and Teck Lun Soon. A big thanks to Wayne for his help with pre-trip organising, 
Murray and Wayne for their navigation expertise, and Dylan Hegh for leading his group of 
Rebecca Van Amber, Becky Cameron, Tomas Sobek, and Benjamin Bielski. 

See photos page 7 & 8 5 



Spiers Road / Ben Rudd Picnic 8 November 
Due to the weather forecast the decision was made to shorten this day trip so five of us 
headed to the Bull Ring, walked up to the Flagstaff look out and then on down to the Ben 
Rudd shelter where we arrived at 11am. It was a little too early for lunch so, leaving our 
bags at the shelter we then headed down to the Rhododendrons which were putting on  
as good a show as I've ever seen. On walking back up to the shelter and at the shelter we 

found that another 
five club members 
(the Stragglers) had 
arrived to join us for 
lunch (the picnic). 
Once we had eaten 
our lunch and solved 
the worlds problems 
as well as deciding 
that closing in the 
south west wall of 
the shelter with clear 

polycarbonate sheet would be a good idea, we then 
headed back up to the skid side before tackling the new-
ly bulldozed firebreak track. This track is now mainly clay which on the down hill part can 
be very slippery when wet. A shortened day , but good to get out for some exercise and 
fresh air.   Alan Thomson for Lucy Jones, Helen Collins, Raewyn Duncan, Mitch Carroll 
and (the Stragglers) - Kathy Woodrow, Dave and Penny McArthur, and Richard and 
Tracey Pettinger. 

Ship at Anchor 15 November      (photo page 12) 

The day was over-cast, but clearing weather had been promised, when five of us headed 
off to the Lammerlaws above Lake Mahinerangi. Near the top of the Eldorado track we 
were impressed with the size of the wind turbines. We then arrived at the locked gate 
where the car park is at an altitude of 720m. On beginning our walk, I decided to indulge 
in a bit of pipe walking, (more level than the road) before we headed over the hill to the 
weir. On the way we had a look at where the water pipe exits a diversion tunnel through 
the hill – completed in 1984. Then up the road and over the hill (860m) and down to the 
weir at 720m. We checked out the intake for the tunnel and had our lunch stop during a 
brief passing snow shower. 
After lunch we crossed Deep Stream and headed up towards the top of the Lammerlaw 
range and then north to the “Ship at Anchor” (982m) with spectacular views. Approaching 
the “Ship” we disturbed a nesting Canadian Goose which was sitting on four eggs. We 
pondered these for a moment, but no-one had brought a stove and pan and there were 
five of us and only four eggs so they were left for mother goose. Looking for the Geo-
cache, that Jan had said we were to check, eventually located by Rob, we had another 
snack. After another brief snow shower, we then headed off down the eastern face of the 
mountain range, where some were introduced to the joys of bum-sliding (it's quicker than 
walking). After another crossing of Deep Stream at the bottom of the hill, we had a look 
around a historic gold mining area (540m) before heading up the 4WD track and back to 
the car, arriving there just before a not so brief hail shower. 
If your into variety then this is the trip for you – road walking, pipe walking, wading 
through tussock, bum sliding, a historic gold mining area and 4WD track walking as well 
as fantastic views most of the way. 
Data (courtesy of Jan)  Track distance 17km, Moving time 5:5hr, Total time 7.22 plus trav-
el (about 2.5hr), Moving Avg 2.9kmh (bum slides would push this up to 8-10 kmh).   On 
the way home there was an interesting discussion on how to modify tramping shorts to 
improve the bum sliding experience.  Alan Thomson who thanks his companions, 
Lucy Jones, Peter Loeber, Jan Burch, and Rob Seeley, for an enjoyable day. 6 

Photos by the couple above … 
Tracey and Richard Pettinger. 



Mt Titiroa Traverse 
Labour Weekend 25-27 October- Rose Colhoun 

7 
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St James Walkway 
A photo essay of a tramp over Labour Weekend By Helen Jones and Barry Walker. 

We did the Walkway from the Lewis Pass end to Boyles, over 4 days (day 1 to Ada Pass 
hut).  Excellent weather, some longish days, but a great tramp.  Very few other trampers. 

        From Boyle Flat Hut to the Boyle carpark add another 5 hours and 14.5 km, about 70km in total 

9 



Anne Hut (2013) 

Homeward bound, Rapeseed (Canola) field in Canterbury 10 



Dec/Jan Sundays 
Club Sunday Trip List for the month (day tramps and events) 

Unless otherwise stated day trips leave from the club rooms on Sunday at 9am 
If the weather is in doubt give the trip leader a phone call to check. 

The trip fee is paid directly to the vehicle provider(s). 
(E)asy, (M)edium, (F)itness required 

6 December : Mt John Hut (M) $10  
                Rob Seeley 472 7646 

A trip into the further reaches of the Silverpeaks with some big hills and an element of hut
-bagging. We will be guests of Silverpeak Station initially and start there before descend-
ing into Christmas Creek. A big climb out of here will take us past Mt John Hut to the main 
ridge and the plan is to navigate its undulating profile via Mt Allan to the Silverpeaks tops. 

 On probably more familiar grounds we will head for home down the Devil’s  Staircase 
past Jubilee Hut and back to Christmas Creek. There is the option of a short side trip to 
bag Homestead Hut at this point. The trip finishes on a farm track back up to the station. 
Mr Hamel reckons the walking time will be 6.15 hrs. 

 

13 December : Mt Charles / Allan’s Beach (M) $5 
                              Christine Hopkins 478 0040 

Firstly a wander along the beautiful Allan’s Beach on the Otago Peninsula.  With an out-
going tide we will get part-way into Hooper’s Inlet, and watch sea lions that are very fre-
quent visitors to this beach.  We will return to our vehicles and drive the short way back to 
the start of the marked route over private farmland to Mt Charles/Potiri summit. This will 
be a climb from sea level to the trig at 408m and amazing views. The return is by the 
same track 

 

20 December : Maungatuas (M/F) $5 
Tomas Sobek 487 7896 

Did you know that Maungatua is higher than Silver Peaks? If you enjoy wading through 
waist high tussock and would like to do some pre-xmas leg stretching too, than this trip is 
for you. Great views of Taieri plains are an extra bonus. 

 11 Tomas Sobek 
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10 January : Herbert Forest (M) $15 
                    Note 8AM at club rooms, Jane Cloete 467 2328 

We’ll start early because it is a 90+min drive to the forest.  Going up, we’ll walk via the 
‘caves’ and then descend via the ladder.  (If you don’t like climbing down a short vertical 
ladder, then this trip is not for you!)  Probably 4-5 hrs walking, mostly in native bush.  If 
we finish early we’ll go to the Herbert cemetery – the finest coast views in Otago!   

Hopefully there’ll be time for an ice-cream at Hampden on the way home!  If heavy rain 
the day before, the trip destination may be changed. 

 

17 January : Highlay Hill / Macraes (M) $15 
Gordon Tocher 477 8944 : 021 677 818   

The first Sunday trip of the new year provides the opportunity to explore a destination out 
of the Clubs normal range.  Located near the historic Golden Point Battery Gold mine of 
the Macraes Flat District , Highlay Hill is the prominent peak in the area. 

We will ascend from around 450m altitude through open farmland to the peak of Highlay 
Hill at 820m.  There are expansive views into the Macraes Mine and as far as the Mani-
ototo from this vantage point, so bring your camera. We should be back in town about 
3.30 pm. 

If you live in the Waitati to Palmerston area it would make sense to pick you up on our 
way to the start point, saving you a trip to the clubrooms. Phone for instructions or if you 
have any questions. 

  

24 January : Matarae Station - Strath Taieri (M) $10 
Lucy Jones 471 9228 

We will head up State Highway 87 (13km past Clarkes Junction Hotel to Matarae). From 
there we will walk through the craggy rock formation of Strath Taieri Hills down to the 
west end off Sutton Stream. Picnic or swim at the stream if you are brave enough. Then 
head to see the dam made by early Chinese miners and construction of the water race. 
We then have the option to extend the tramp, Loop back up past an early 1900s cottage 
to S H 87 and back up the hill if the weather is ok. Great views of the Strath Taieri valley 
and hills on the way up the hill.  

Ship At Anchor  
(see page 6) 
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Dec/Jan Thursdays 
Thursday Club Social Meetings at the Club Rooms 3 Young Street, South Dunedin  

Members, non-members, visitors , all are welcome to these social events.  
Doors open at 7:30 for an 8 pm start 

3rd Dec: Annual Club BBQ at Woodhaugh  

Gardens. Meet by the paddling pool (open to OTMC 

members) from 6pm. Bring your BBQ food and 

drinks. BBQ equipment and facilities provided.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10th Dec: The latest on PLBs: OTMC member Gene Dyett will give a short talk 

about the latest Personal Locator Beacon (PLB) updates from the National Maritime  

Rescue Co-ordination Centre NZ. Gene hopes to have a dummy PLB to show you how to 

set it off and also provide information from RCCNZ about what to do if you inadvertently 

set off your PLB. 

 

17th Dec: Informal evening/BYO at the club. Our 

last club-night for 2015. Bring a plate (with food on it of 

course!) and your favourite beverage and enjoy a pre-

Christmas gathering with your club-mates. We wish 

you all a Merry Christmas. 

 

14th Jan: Happy New Year! For our first club-night in 2016 we welcome OTMC mem-

ber Alex Tups, who will inform us on weather watching. Besides being a keen tramper, 

Alex is also an experienced hang-glider, so you can understand why he always keeps a 

watchful eye on the weather.  

21st Jan: Our first BYO of the year. Nevertheless, there should still be plenty of 

photos from Caples/Greenstone/Fraser Col, Kepler in a Day and Mount Cook/Annette 

Plateau; besides photos from the numerous day tramps that have taken place. 

28th Jan: To be announced - but it's bound to be good enough for you to keep the date 

free in your diary! 



Dec/Jan Weekends 
Club Trip List for the month (weekend overnight tramps and events) 

You must pre-register on the Trip List  at the club rooms (or contact the leader direct) before the 
closing date (normally two weeks before the trip start).  Members must pay before departure, non-
members upon registering.  Vehicle providers may be exempt from the fee (check with the leader).  

Trip organisational details will follow by email. 
You are responsible for your gear and medical /first-aid needs (also see Gear Hire). 

(E)asy, (M)edium, (F)itness required. 

NOTE: as a result of some savings with diesel van usage, trips $50 and  

          over are being reduced by $5 from the published Trip Card fee. 
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5-6 December : Caples/Greenstone/Frazer Col 
                                    (All) $55  Wayne Hodgkinson 473 0950 

A popular area of Otago valleys offering a wide range of trip possibilities. Any that run will 
require someone to lead it. Here are 5: 

Caples / Frazer Col / Routeburn (Fit) 

Last year we had so much fun on Emily Pass it feels only right to have a go at Frazer Col. 
We will need an early start from the Caples – Greenstone road end, following the main 
track up the Caples past Mid Caples Hut to Upper Caples Hut (5 hours), cross the Caples 
(bridged) and head up Frazer Creek to camp near the bushline – a solid 10 hour day. 

Sunday will be a fun filled day scrub bashing up the creek to Frazer Col (1544m) which 
often has hard snow on the Frazer side, and a steep descent into Emily Creek and down 
to the Routeburn and on to the carpark to await the van – about 7 hours. Ice axe & cram-
pons required. 

Caples / Kay Creek / Scott Creek (M) 

David Barnes is keen to lead a trip over the Kay Creek / Scott Creek circuit. Again, start-
ing as above up the Caples to just past the Upper Caples Hut, turning right to head up 
Kay Creek. Probably camping somewhere past Kay Creek Hut – about 9 hours or so. 
Sunday will involve heading up and over the saddle into Scott Creek and down to the 
road to await the van – around 7 hours.  

Greenstone / Caples Circuit (M/F) 

A very popular trip, made up of two longish 9 hour days, all on very good track. As above 
starting up valley past Upper Caples Hut, then over McKellar Saddle (1000m) to McKellar 
Hut or camp nearby (9 hours or so). Timing wise, it may be better to camp further on, 
another hour or so in order to finish earlier on Sunday. Sunday will follow down the 
Greenstone to the road end (about 9 hours from McKellar Hut). 

Mid Caples Hut (E) 

A more relaxing trip to spend the night at Mid Caples Hut (or camp) 2½ to 3 hours from 
the road. You could add an interesting circuit of Lake Rere adding 3 hours or so. 

Greenstone Hut (M) 

5 hours or so. Again, you could camp somewhere, add the Lake Rere loop on the way in. 

Clearly, it would be great to have someone finishing at the Greenstone road end to drive 
the van and pick up the Scott Creek and Routeburn people! Talk to Wayne or sign the 
Trip List including your desired trip and fitness level. 

Cost will be $55 and $5 or 1 Ticket for any huts. Bring $ for takeaways Friday and Sunday 
night.    Trip List closes 26 November. 
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12-13 December : Kepler in a Day  (FE/All)  $45                                                                         
                                                                Richard Forbes 453 1327 
Come along and be part of the OTMC's own Kepler Challenge, walking the whole Kepler 
track in a day. Starting early Saturday morning and finishing early Saturday evening to 
complete the 60km great walk track. 

Carrying only day packs with the essentials and gym shoes we travel much faster than 
normal and can halve the DOC recommended times, finishing in approximately 12-14 
hours. This is a bit of a challenge and you need to have good fitness and stamina, once 
on the tops you are committed and the only way to pull out is at Rainbow Reach 10km 
before the finish. 

Those of you that want to come along just to help out or do day trips from Te Anau are 
also welcome as we are staying at the camping ground on Friday and Saturday night. 
Cost of accommodation is about $28 per night. Come and see me at club or ring for more 
information.   Thanks, Richard               

23-24 January : Mt Cook Area/ Annette Plateau            
                     (All)  $50   Wayne Hodgkinson 473 0950 

A number of trips of differing fitness grades are available in the Mt Cook area from Fit 

(Annette Plateau and others) through Moderate to Easy (day trips based from the White 

Horse campsite). If intending to stay at Mueller Hut (1800m) you will need to book a place 

($35) as it is in season. There are some campsites near the hut.  We will need to sign in 

and out at the Visitor Centre. 

Almost too many possibilities to name. Here are 4: 

Annette Plateau (Fit) 

This trip may have limited numbers – contact the Trip Leader. Starting with a vigorous 4 
hour climb past Sealy Tarns onto the ridge and Mueller Hut. Sidling 200m below the hut 
on the Mueller Glacier side, eventually climbing onto the plateau to find somewhere to 
camp or dig a snowcave. The plateau is open to the northwest, so could get windy. Climb 
the bump on the eastern edge called Mt Annette (2235m). Sunday either retrace our 
steps, or head down steepish snow and rock via Sebastopol Ridge & Red Tarns. The trip 
in reverse is also possible. Ice axe & crampons required. Umm, and a pooh pot? 

Sealy Ridge (M/F) 

As above, camping near the hut. Stunning views. Ice axe required. 

Mount Cook Range (M/F) 

Climb the main ridge between Hooker and Tasman valleys, which leads on towards Aora-
ki itself. A campsite near some tarns, could lead to a climb of Mt Wakefield (2058m) or 
Kinsey (2083m). 

Day Trips (E – M) 

Camping at White Horse Hill. Times offered are return times. Day trips could include 
Sealy Tarns (4 hr return), Mueller Hut / Mt Ollivier (1933m) 8 hrs, Ball Hut (7-8 hrs), Hook-
er Track to the glacier lake (3hrs), Red Tarns (2hrs), Blue Lakes / Tasman Glacier 1 hour.  

Talk to Wayne or sign the Trip List including your desired trip and fitness level.  Also note 
if you have a preference for Camp (C) or Snowcave (S) for the Annette trip. This is an 
alpine area so a good 3 or 4 season tent would be required. Have you done snowcaving 
before?      

Cost will be $50.   Bring $ for takeaways Friday and Sunday night.   
Trip List closes Thurs 14 Jan. 



MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN 

     3   BBQ at 
   Woodhaugh 
   Gardens 

 4  5 6    Mt John Hut (M) - $10 
      Rob Seeley 472 7646 

7 8 9 10  PLB talk 
      Gene 

11 12 13  Mt Charles … (M)  $5 
     Christine Hopkins 478 0040 

14 
Cmte 

15 16 17   Informal 
   Bring a Plate 

18 19 20    Maungatuas  (M/F)  $5 
        Tomas Sobek  487 7896 

    

   !!  XMAS !! 

   

28 29 30 31           
     

    8 9 10    Herbert Forest  (M)  $15 
                Note 8AM start 
        Jane Cloete  467 2328 

11 
  

12 13 14   Weather  
      Alex Tups 

15 16 17   Highlay Hill  (M)  $15 
     Gordon Tocher  477 8944 

18 19 20 21    BYO  
        photos 

22 23 24   Matarae Station (M) $10 
          Lucy Jones  471 9228 

25 26 27 28   To be 
      announced 

29 30 31 Leith Saddle Open Day 
          Walk  (E)  $0 
     

Dec 2015 - Jan 2016 

JANUARY 

Caples/Greenstone... (All)  $55 Wayne 473 0950  

Kepler in a Day  (All)  $45  Richard F  453 1327 

DECEMBER 

Mt Cook, Annette (All)  $50 Wayne 473 0950  

Club Open Days   Gene 455 7465 

Ben Rudd Property on OTMC website 
Many club members and friends will know that the OTMC own a special piece of land on 
the far side of Flagstaff. The Ben Rudd property, along with the nearby Silver Peaks, has 
an association with the Otago Tramping Club right back to our formation in 1923, and both 
would arguably have equal claim to be the ‘spiritual home’ of the tramping club. 

It was on a club day trip exactly one month after the formation of the club in 1923 that a 
party travelling to the Whare Flat area were alarmed to be confronted by Ben Rudd, the 
owner of the property. Ben Rudd continually struggled with trespassers on both properties 
he had owned (his former property was at the top of Rudd Road, on the city side of Flag-
staff).  The OTC and Ben Rudd were able to come to an agreement where a track by-
passing Ben’s land was cut (Ben also carried out some work on the original Pineapple 
Track from Leith Valley), and club members remained on friendly teams with Ben until his 
death in 1930. The club acquired the property in 1946, and it has remained in club owner-
ship since then. 

The club & the BRMT have now commenced adding material to the OTMC website about 
this interesting character and his property. In time we hope to expand this information, but 
for now you will find maps, directions and photos.    Antony Pettinger 


