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The OTMC meets socially at 3 Young Street  
every Thursday—doors open at 7.30pm,  

programme begins at 8.00pm. 

Newsletter of the Otago Tramping 
and Mountaineering Club (Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1120, Dunedin. 
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Committee Members 2014/15 

 President Alan Thomson 455 7878 
 Vice President Richard Forbes 453 1327 
 Secretary Richelle Adams  476 1302 
 Treasurer Rodger Clarkson 473 6053 
 Chief Guide/Transport Wayne Hodgkinson  473 0950 
 Membership Secretary Richard Forbes 453 1327 
 Bulletin Editor Ross Hunt 453 0983 
  Andy Cunningham 482 1066 
 Ben Rudds / Gear Hire Sam Patrick 0272 864836 
 Social Convener/ Gear Hire Gene Dyett 455 7465 
 Social Convener Tony Timperley 473 7257 
  Daytrip Convenor Alan Thomson 455 7878 
 Website Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Conservation/Advocacy David Barnes 454 4492 
 SAR Rep Ross Hunt 453 0983 
  Clubrooms Maintenance  Andrew Pask 453 5719 
 Committee Barry Walker 021 209 5550 

Visit us on the Internet at: www.otmc.co.nz 

Rodger  Clarkson 
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T here’s a storm brewing in our mountains which looks very much 
like the struggle the Otago Tramping Club engaged in fifty years 
ago. Recreational user groups who want to access mountain 

areas that have been developed and run by commercial interests are 
starting to exercise their rights to access such areas. 

We have several conservation areas under some form of concession—
Remarkables and Coronet Peak being two high profile areas, Recreational 
users such as mountaineers, trampers, mountain bike riders, skiers and 
hang glider pilots  want to access these areas but are being denied on 
the basis of health and safety concerns. Recently public access to the 
Remarkables was closed due the construction activities on the ski field, 
thus denying access via the ski-field road. Health and Safety concerns 
may be valid aspects of public safety, but they must not be used to deny 
access. The issue is one of management—the ski field operators need to 
negotiate reasonable terms and conditions to protect the public, and 
those would not include a closure. 

Lines are being drawn now on these two areas—suspicions are that the 
commercial operators are protecting their investment in the facilities they 
have developed on public land by playing the Health and Safety card. This 
is a difficult concept—separating out recreational users safety from 
commercial users when accessing to the same facility. Equally the 
recreational users cannot assume an absolute right to utilise those 
investments.   

In the fullness of time I’m sure we’ll see the two user groups co-existing—
the Freedom Walk fifty years ago has shown us how that can be achieved, 

 

The Club has a new committee—several new faces have been elected at 
the AGM. Do let the new committee know your thoughts about the Club, 
what you would like to see, both in terms of the social side and the more 
energetic tramping and alpine trips. Several people have resigned from 
the committee—Andrew has been instrumental in a number of 
improvements to the Clubrooms, and Andy has helped catalogue and 
improved the state of the club gear. 

And if you’re keen to put together the monthly newsletter, give me a call 
and I’ll help you out. As for me I’m off to the States and Canada for a few 
weeks R&R.
 
Ross 
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Don’t forget our sponsors who generously contributed to the recent “Star” arti-
cle promoting the Club: 

 Adams Flags 
 Neville Stewart Landscaping 
 8 Ranges Wines 
 MSC 
 Torpedo 7 
 Audit Professionals 

Membership 
It's been a busy couple of months with all the subs coming in and prepara-
tion for the AGM. 

So far 129 subs are all paid up with 62 subs still to come in. If you're one of 
the members still to pay please do so soon as the subs were due 1st July 
(there is a reminder enclosed in case you've lost the first one)  

Many of you are paying by internet banking please put "subs" or something 
similar by your name as some trip costs are the same value and I need to 
know what you are paying for. 

Members resigned 

• Barbara Shackwell (10 years in club, no longer active) 
• Brenda Cameron (25 years in club, no longer active) 
• Maria & Robert Polak (3 years in club, moved away) 
• David & Tracy Senior (3 years in club, injured) 
• Ruth Harvie (1 year in club, moved to Canada) 
 
Members Joined 
• Caroline Vincent 
• Sophie Carty 
• Marian McDonald & Thomas Self (Marian's mother was Marie 
McDonald (who some of you may remember) who was a member of the 
OTMC for 58 years and a life member, Thomas is her son) 
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Hare Hill and Hodson Hill – 12th July 

Sunday morning saw another hard frost hit Dunedin but this did not deter the 
nine happy trampers that turned up at the clubrooms ready for a 9am start.  
We left the clubrooms and took the scenic drive down to Port Chalmers.  We 
started our trip at ‘The Green’ in Deborah Bay, here we walked up Lewis Street 
and crossed Cold Water Creek, this lead us to the bottom of Hare Hill which we 
were to ascend.  All the way on our steady climb up our trip guide Gordon 
Tocher told us many a great 
story, both about the area’s 
history, who farmed the hills/
paddocks and we even got to 
see a hidden railway line!  

At the start of our steady climb 
up Hare Hill and through local 
farmland saw us coming to an 
area of bush where the track 
had grown over, but we all 
managed to weave in and out 
of the bush until we reached 
paddocks on the other side.  
Here we climbed to the top of 
Hare Hill which is 350 metres high.  The views as we climbed up Hare Hill and 
at the top were stunning, we saw amazing views of Dunedin’s coast line, the 
Albatross Colony on the Otago Peninsular, Quarantine Island and the Port 
Chalmers Container Terminal with its huge cranes.   

Once at the top of Hare Hill we all had to then climb over an electric fence 
which was one of many to come!  Lucy who was keen to ensure we would 
make it safely over the fence decided to go first and to her surprise got electri-
fied twice!!  We all knew then how to not climb an electric fence!  We contin-
ued our walk and turned off along Heyward Point Road, near the top we man-
aged to find a clearing tucked away under the hill out of the cold wind that was 
blowing, here we stopped for some lunch.   
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We then continued our walk through local farmland to Hodson Hill (339m high) 
and on the way we saw two interesting Wind Turbines each with one blade 
(instead of the blade going around and around they went up and down).  Gor-
don with his hive of information informed us that Hodson Hill was once the site 
of the first Wind Farm trails in the 1990’s by the Physics Dept at the University - 
a power company actually bought the land and had seriously considered estab-
lishing one there.  On our way through one of the paddocks Gordon introduced 
us to two very friendly horses, they both came up to us allowing us to pat them 
while Lucy gave them a carrot each.   

We carried on and as we descended Hodson’s Hill the view’s there were just as 
spectacular, here we saw views of the entrance to the Harbour Basin, where 
ships came into port and where we were able to watch a Regatta of 21 Sailing 
Yachts in a series of boat races, it was all so very beautiful to see such breath 
taking views.  Here we found another spot to sit and have a second lunch.  We 
then reassumed our walk down the hill and through paddocks which lead us to 
a local farmer’s house, here we were able to witness the farmer with his sheep 
dog rounding up a flock of sheep, I thought the sheep dog was very clever in-
deed.  This lead us past Billy Brown’s Backpackers and to Pulling Point where 
Gordon took us to a viewing platform which was in close proximity to the ship-
ping channel, here we all sat and watched as two tug boats went out and 
brought in a Container Ship in all at very close distance to us.  It was such as 
awesome site to see and thanks to Gordon he timed it so well so we could all be 
a part of this.  From here we walked down to the main road (where we also got 
to see some amazing volcanic rock) then through to Hamilton Bay and back to 
Deborah Bay where our cars were parked.   

I cannot thank Gordon enough for being such an awesome guide and for all the 
interesting information you shared, I would thoroughly recommend this day trip 
to anyone.  

Carolyn Vincent on behalf of Johanna Noetscher, Amanda Smith, Glen Procter, 
Jeff Smith, Rose Corhaon, Lucy Jones and Peter Loeber.   

 

Millenium Track Sunday 9th August 

The trip started in an interesting way because of the weather, which continued 
to impact on the planning but in the end, 3 of us had a good days walk. 

However for this, plan “c” was required and with this we did manage to “beat “ 
the weather. 
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The first plan was a ramble along the East Coast beaches of the Peninsula 
with a couple of side excursions with the aim of a not too hard, not too easy 
but pleasant Sunday walk. 

But the first bout of weather, earlier in the winter took out a couple of parts of 
Highcliff Rd, thus making car swapping a long distance driving effort, so Plain 
“B” was hatched and checked. 

However nature hadn’t finished with us yet and as the walk came closer, all 
four weather forecasts, not to forgetTV1’s enthusiastic weather presenter,  
“Dan the man”, took delight in telling of sleet, snow and gales ahead for the 
weekend. 

OTMC however is made of 
sterner stuff and particular-
ly after viewing the films of 
skiing at Kime Hut earlier 
in the week, the trip was 
planned to proceed. 

Sunday snuck in quietly up 
on the heights of Roslyn 
where we live, daylight but 
no noise which I have 
learned means snow 
around the house and on 
our steep drive up to the 
street. 

When we first came to 
Dunedin, for the first cou-

ple of times, this was a novelty but I now believe snow belongs on ski fields 
and mountains and not our driveway. 

But the plan was for a walk, particularly as Tony T had swapped weekends for 
our family happening in ChCh, clearing the drive happened quickly, Lucy 
picked up and Geoff was waiting for us at the Club rooms. 

Now with a look at Mt Cargill, what occurred to us after seeing the film of har-
dy TTC members ploughing through the snow was that we should have organ-
ised a climb up Cargill with skis carried, and had some training for Rodger’s 
Snow Farm week end.  But then again, maybe if the hardy TTC members had 
all of today options open to them, they wouldn’t have climbed up to Kime  in 
the snow as it can be a cold miserable place in summer, let alone winter, in 
my experience of both. 
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As the roads heading up the Peninsula looked well snowed and the idea of 
traversing the wet snowy grass track down to Boulder Beach didn’t appeal, we 
decided on a good bush walk in an area sheltered from the southerly would be 
just right. 

Hence the old favourite of the Millennium Track was selected. Now this isnt a 
serious tramp but it’s a great bush walk and something none of the other 
main centres have , as close to them as the Millennium track is to Dunedin. 

It was wet cold and snowy when we arrived at the Henley end but with parka’s 
soon on we headed off into clearing weather with a morning tea stop at John 
Bull Gully planned. 

Well it was an ok day by the time we were at John Bull Gully and Lucy pro-
claimed loudly, “it’s a good walk where is everyone else !!.” 

So we then walked on up the hill to the high point of the track to Tairei Mouth 
for lunch, with some snow and some sunshine on the way. The views as al-
ways were great. 

We elected not to head down to Taieri Mouth as the track was snowy and 
slushy and so were back at the car by a bit after 2pm . The weather had im-
proved and we expected all the snow would have gone from Dunedin but we 
soon found that we had had the better day out walking. 

Geoff Smith, Lucy Jones and Peter Loeber (leader) 

 

Two Reservoirs and a Hill ie Rossville Reservoir, Mihiwaka and Cedar 
Farm Reservoir 5 July 2015    

 
I planned this trip to allow for wintry conditions – if the weather turned too 
nasty as the day progressed we could easily withdraw!   
So, the day before I got all my stuff ready.  Map? yes; Good raincoat? Yes; Ex-
tra jumpers? Yes; Extra hat and gloves? Yes; Vacuum flask for some warming 
soup? Yes; Weather forecast? Rain early, clearing, rain later.   
Seven of us met at the clubrooms at 8.55 and we were away by 9am sharp.  
met up with Bronwyn Strang at the Port Chalmers Golf Club.  Golf?  Well, it's 
the nearest carpark to the Rossville Reservoir!  On with the coats and gloves – 
I warned everyone that there is NO sun in the valley of that reservoir.  In my 
memory, this walk had taken an hour, but on the day it only took about 30 
minutes.  A short walk up the road, view the reservoir – very pretty in spite of 
the lack of sun.  The track around it was good and the circumnavigation didn't 
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take long, even allowing for the fact that I managed to take a wrong turning near 
the start!  And we were all taking off our jackets and gloves very quickly – it was 
positively warm!   

Back to the cars and a 5km drive up the Blueskin Road to Cedar Farm Rd.  Park 
the cars but leave jackets in the backpack!  First we went up Mihiwaka.  In my 
mind, when thinking about the trip I remembered the long wet grass – I was there 
in February – and also the recent precipitation.  We would have to plough through 
long wet grass, or battle knee-deep snow.  In addition, on the way up the forestry 
road, Christine had regaled us with terrible tales of multitudes of windfall trees 
that she had had to clamber over, when on a recent trip to Mt Kettle.  Sure 
enough, just after the start of the track proper there was a huge fallen tree!  And 
emerging from the bush onto the open tops there were traces of snow – would it 
get to be deep snow?  Luck was with us, as there was no snow (must have been 
recently 'cause the grass had been flattened) and we got to Mihiwaka in record 
time.  Mihiwaka must have the best views in the land – we could see all the way 
to Nugget Point in the south and north to the Kakanui ranges.  The sun was 
pleasantly warm, there was no wind – all in all a lovely place.   We didn't need our 
winter coats or woollies!   

Back down the hill and around to the Cedar Farm Reservoir.  This is much larger 
than Rossville, and has a large grassy bank where we had lunch.  And we earned 
Brownie points by picking up other peoples rubbish!  A quick trot around that res-
ervoir and then downhill back to the cars.  On that section of the trip we had the 
only flaw of the trip.  We passed a lady with 3 dogs – one had a muzzle – and 
that 'muzzled' dog managed to bite Christine!  Enough to draw blood in spite of 
shorts and polyprops!   

But all in all a good day out.  We only did 7-8km all told but the sunshine and 
pleasant company made it worthwhile.   
My thanks to my companions: Adeline Char, Bronwyn Strang, Christine Hopkins, 
Helen Collins, Jeff Smith, Lucy Jone and Peter Loeber.   Jane Cloete 

 
ps Note to all – if you want a quick walk in October = the Cedar Farm reservoir 
had plenty of rhododendrons which should be in flower by springtime.  

The OTMC Bank Account is now with ASB. The new account number is: 

12-3150-0311684-00 

Remember to include your name and the reason for your payment when 
paying by internet banking.  

Non-members must pay for trips when signing the trip list, members before 
the trip list closes. 
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 Gear for Hire 
 
 
The OTMC has a large amount of gear available for members to hire.  
 
   Ice axes   Crampons    Packs 
   Cookers Billies     
   Tents   Personal Locator Beacons   
   Climbing Helmets      Avalanche Transceivers and Probes  
 
Members can hire gear for $5 for up to one week. If you 
can’t get it back to club then each week is an additional $5. 
Phone Gene or Sam if you can’t make it to club nights to 
bring gear back.  

 5-6 September 
Snow Skills 

Wayne Hodgkinson (473 0950) 
Wayne heads to the Rock and Pillar Range for some alpine skills. Ice axe and 
crampon use will be demonstrated with plenty of opportunity to practice self 
arrest techniques and perhaps a traverse across the top of the range. $15 
 

19-20 September 
Takitimu’s / Clare Peak (M/F) 

Wayne Hodgkinson (473 0950) 
The ‘F’ part of this trip refers to the option of a high traverse along Clare Peak. 
The plan is to drive in to Lower Princhester Hut for Friday night. For Saturday 
there are 2 options: The Fit group could have an early start and head up the 
track to Bog Burn Saddle, turning off and up onto Clare Peak if the going looks 
OK (snow, weather etc), then continue along the tops until dropping down to 
Aparima River. We would then continue down the river past Aparima Forks Hut 
(2 bunks) to Aparima Hut (12 bunks) for the night. This will require iceaxes and 
crampons. The Moderate group could proceed along the main route via Beck-
etts Hut (2 bunks) and on to Aparima Hut for the night. This is about a 6 ½ hour 
day. On the Sunday, we would all return to the vehicles by backtracking the 
route taken by the Moderate group.Sign the Trip List or contact me if interest-
ed, and note on the list your preferred option $55 
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6 September 
Track Maintenance Ben Rudd’s 

Sam Patrick (027 286 4836) 
Join Sam and the other members of the Ben Rudd Trust as they break into a sweat clear-
ing unwanted vegetation from the Club’s property on Flagstaff. Check out the improve-
ments to the shelter. Meet at the Clubrooms at 9am and bring tools if you have them. $5 

 
12 September 

OTMC Annual Dinner 
Details to be advised 

 
13 September 

Gabrielle’s Gully (M) 
Rodger Clarkson (473 6053) 

Departing from the Clubrooms at 9:00am we’ll drive just over an hour to Gabriel’s 
Gully. For a start we’ll combine the Interpretative Goldfields park track and the 
Munro Gully track in a figure of 8 route (approx 2.5 hours). We’ll have lunch at 
Greys Dam picnic area and after lunch head up the track towards Otago Dam as 
time allows and return the same way. We should be back in town late afternoon. 
These tracks combine some goldmining history along with tramping through nice 
beech forest with a few ups and downs.  $15 

 
20 September 

Signal Hill Area (E) 
Bronwen Strang (473 1610) 

Please change this tramp in your mind from medium to easy, because the tracks 
on the east side have become overgrown and are no longer part of the plan. There 
is still much to interest however on the town side… with even the remains of a fish 
hatchery from the 1860’s. But I am jumping ahead -you can meet up with us at 3 
Young St at 9 am, or go direct to the Logan Park High School carpark by 9.15 am. 
After winding around many times going up the Big Easy (no, not the Coronet Peak 
run!) which has been made for up-hill bike travel, we will reach the high road and 
continue on to have lunch looking down the harbour on the north-east side of the 
top of Signal Hill. Our return will be via the Pioneer Monument and depending on 
the day, we will probably head down through Ravensbourne and back along the sealed 
track beside the sea. If a train passes we may even have a chance to test Antony Hamel’s 
theory of “train-drafting” - though on foot this may be a little tricky! $5 
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 27 September 
Hermits Cave (M) 

David Barnes (454 4492) 
In the 1950s, a club member felt a need to escape and headed to the hills - for over a 
year. His main hideaway was a cave off Rocky Ridge in the Silver Peaks, and that's our 
destination. It's a full day out, including steep off-track travel. Don't forget that Neil Finn 
wrote 'Four Seasons in One Day' after a trip to the Peaks, so come prepared for anything 
Huey can throw at us, and bring plenty to drink.  $5 

 

 

 

The OTMC is very saddened to learn of the death of Dr Elspeth Gold on Friday. Although not active 
within our club for some years Elspeth was an active member and inspirational leader from the 
late 1980’s and through the 1990’s. Since joining the club following Bushcraft 1987, Elspeth con-
tributed so much to the OTMC and the outdoors in general. Elspeth held many roles within the 
club, including President, Chief Guide, Bushcraft Convenor and Social Convenor. 

I believe it was her first real weekend trip that decided her style of tramping – somehow Elspeth’s 
‘moderate’ choice for a trip to the Greenstone / Caples area in early 1987 turned into the com-
plete circuit of both valleys in two days – a big undertaking for a new tramper. Since then Elspeth 
adapted to a more relaxed and social style of tramping. 

The social side of the club was important to Elspeth, and it was her that arranged bus trips, social 
events, debates with the OUTC and two very memorable club pantomimes. Her diplomacy and 
leadership was evident in her term as President and she led the club through a couple of challeng-
ing issues. At this time she also represented the OTMC on the DCC working group that led to the 
establishment of many of the Otago Peninsula tracks over ‘paper roads’ – the club still traverse 
these tracks today. 

Professionally, Elspeth was a world class researcher into prostate cancer, leading the Gold Lab 
Department of Anatomy at the University of Otago. Elspeth’s last visit to the our club was to pre-
sent one of our more unusual Thursday night talks – on prostate cancer – her passion for the sub-
ject was obvious, and the males amongst us need to heed her warnings and go for that regular 
check-up (Elspeth will still want us to remember that message). 

The club has lost a great friend – tramping was a phase of Elspeth’s life that had a start and a 
finish, and we are all honoured she chose to join the OTMC and allow us to be part of her life dur-
ing that time. 

Our condolences go to all of Elspeth’s family and friends. 

 Antony 
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 Visit us on the Internet at: www.otmc.co.nz 

Any ideas, and contact names in particular, are welcome for the Thursday evening ac-
tivities.  If you can help please contact Tony Timperley (phone 473 7257, email  
tonytimps@xtra.co.nz) or Gene Dyett (phone 455 7465, email m.gdyett@xtra.co.nz) 
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e 3rd Sept: BYO - This will be first BYO since 30th July, so we 

should have plenty of photos from the Winter Routeburn 
(Censored!), Manapouri Kayaking, Snowcaving weekend, 
and Cross Country Skiing/Snow Farm. 

10th Sept: The FMC Photo Competition Winners. Yes, it's 
that time of year again. Last year OTMC photograhers did 
extremely well in this competiton. Have we done as well this 
year? Come along, find out and also see some amazing out-
door photography.  

17th Sept: Otago Tramping Club (OTC) historical film footage. 
This year the club celebrated the 50th anniversary of the 
"Freedom Walk" of the Milford Track in 1965. But what 
were our predecessors doing in the 1940s and 50s? To find 
out come and view the historic film footage we have from 
these decades. You will be surprised at what they achieved 
and how they got there. 

 24th Sept: Arawata Bill DVD. This is a journey through Otago 
and Westland landscapes traversed by William O'Leary, 
known as "Arawata Bill", using the iconic poems of Dennis 
Glover. In his review of the DVD for the FMC Bulletin, OTMC 
member David Barnes says it was "... filmed on location in 
the areas Arawata Bill frequented, the footage does the set-
ting ample justice. It will bring lumps to the throats of Oli-
vines afficionados ... others will just sit back, enjoy the mag-
nificence and wish they were there." 

 

 


