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COMMITTEE THOUGHT

You will notice this Bulletin is somewhat short of content. No trip reports.

This is your Bulletin, not the committee’s nor the ramblings of the Editor.
We all have a role in making this club what we want it to be, and what
better vehicle than expressing your thoughts through the Bulletin.

The Bulletin serves three purposes—a record of trips the Club has been
on, the promotion of forthcoming trips, and a vehicle to express your
options and thoughts. So if you've (been) volunteered to write a report
please do so and get someone to send in a few pictures of the trip. Of
course if you’'ve been on a private trip that others will be interested in
please do submit a few words for others enjoyment.

There are a number of people who work hard behind the scenes to get
the clubrooms and club assets in a tidy state. Recently the club trailer
underwent some radical restoration. Those who’ve used the trailer will
have noticed the rust and general deterioration—that has now been fixed
and the trailer painted to advance the appearance of the Club. Also new
signage will be added to the sides and rear.

The gear has recently been overhauled. Older items have been retired,
others refurbished. Some items have expiry dates (first aid kits) and it
has been noted these kits have depleted contents also. First aid kits will
be for trip leaders as an item of party gear. Each participant is expected
to carry their own kit. Likewise some of the older cookers will be retired.
They need expensive maintenance and some models need some
familiarity to be used effectively. With the ready availability of gas
cookers, the liquid fuel models will not be available.

The Club has three other interests—Leaning Lodge, the Ben Rudd
property and the Skyline Track. Work on these items has been ongoing
over recent months and the Skyline track does need regular attention
due to snow and windfall damage. The Leaning Lodge project has been
ongoing for some time and is now nearing completion. There are just a
couple of administrative aspects to be completed and we’ll have a
modern hut we can all be proud of. Hopefully there will be a report on the
activities to these assets in the Bulletin shortly



Trip Reports

| recently cycled into Skippers—here are a few images of the flora and scenes |
encountered. Note the widespread defoliation of larch—a targeted aerial assault

on this species.







Upcoming Trip

29-30 August
Snow Farm Cross Country Skiing (ALL)
Rodger Clarkson (473 6053)

I've always wanted to have a go at X country skiing, so as they say if you want
to do something then volunteer to lead a trip.

The trip list is already up in the clubrooms so | can get an idea of humbers for
the Hut booking, that | need to advise Snow Farm in June.

We will leave Dunedin on Friday night and stay somewhere around Wanaka
before heading up to Snow farm on Saturday morning. The intention is to stay
Saturday Night at Meadow Hut. Snow Farm offers a package deal for Hut Ac-
commodation, 2 days trail pass and ski hire for $140.($110 if you have gear)
(see www.snowfarmnz.com for further information) For an additional $20
snowfarm will give a lesson to get you started.

There’s a range of trails for all abilities at Snow Farm. Meadow Hut is 4km from
the base building on an easy trail. Snow shoeing could also be an option for
some and given it’s a full moon that weekend a night ski could also be on the
cards.



Membership

Club membership stands at 193 with 5 new members this month

® Natasha Harris
® Sandy Webb and Ewen Rintoul
e Helen and Greg Collins

All the above are from Bushcraft 2015

You will notice the subscription form for the 2015/2016 year is enclosed, please fill it
out and return with your preferred payment.

Don’t forget our sponsors who generously contributed to the recent “Star” arti-
cle promoting the Club:

Adams Flags

Neville Stewart Landscaping
8 Ranges Wines

MSC

Torpedo 7

Audit Professionals

Gear for Hire

The OTMC has a large amount of gear available for members to hire.

Ice axes Crampons Packs
Cookers Billies

Tents Personal Locator Beacons

Climbing Helmets ~ Avalanche Transceivers and Probes

Members can hire gear for $5 for up to one week. If you can’t
get it back to club then each week is an additional $5. Phone
Gene or Sam if you can’t make it to club nights to bring gear
back.




TriPlisc

Mount Armstrong or Makarora (M/F)
Wayne Hodgkinson (473 0950)

wphodgkinson@xtra.co.nz

This might be pretty close to the coldest weekend of the year, so the trip will be
dependent on road and snow conditions. This will be my 3rd attempt to get to
Brewster Hut - generally stopped by a high Haast River. Hopefully in winter there
should be less water due to lots of it being frozen!

The 2 options are a moderately straightforward climb of Mount Armstrong for
some top views and a stay at Brewster Hut, or a tramp up the Makarora Valley

staying or camping at Makarora Hut.

Option 1: Iceaxe and crampons with the skills to use them required. Starting
from Fantail Falls carpark just over the other side of Haast Pass, we will cross
the Haast River (yep, wet feet — bring a pair of shoes & sox to hide in the bush)
and immediately get the opportunity to warm up with a steep climb of 2000m
through bush and open tussock to Brewster Hut at 1450m - about 3.5 hours up
($15 or 3 tickets). While this 12 bunk hut has great views of Mt Brewster and
Glacier, West Coast and around about generally, camping or snowcaving / igloo
further up could be an even more stimulating experience. Lovely sunset and sun-
rise. Good cold winter snow, not that wet springy stuff. A climb of Mount Arm-
strong (2179m) would be a clincher for the weekend - about 2 hours from the

hut. Expect cold, snow, and ice.

Option 2: Starting from Davis Flat (in the Makarora, before Haast Past), following
a track up the Makarora Valley to the cosy 4 bunk hut after about 6 hours, leav-
ing some time to suss out some firewood for the pot belly stove. (1 hut ticket).
The track is likely to be challenging in places, and includes a good variety of
some steepish climb, sidle, and descent, as well as easy going and valley flats.
Again, expect some stimulating frost and ice, especially in the valley.

| haven’t decided what to do with Friday night yet - | am open to your input!



Either stay at a cabin or backpackers, or camp at Boundary Creek or Cam-
eron Flat. Don’t forget to bring $ for takeaways on Friday night.

Sign the Trip List noting your preference, or contact me if interested.
Trip List closes 16 July.

Stop Press: Unfortunately | am unable to go on this trip as | have a work
commitment (Open Day) now on that weekend. Quite happy to organize -
just can’t actually go. Trip will be dependent on getting a new Trip Leader -

please contact me if interested!

July 18-19
Rock and Pillar (All)
Kathy Woodrow (455 4673)

Leaning Lodge Rock and Pillar range bring your Cross Country Skis or snow
shoes or crampons for a chance to play in the snow, or just come and en-
joy the outdoors with a good book.

Note the trip will leave Sat morning contact Chris Pearson 4554673 for
further information. Trip cost $18.

1-2 August
Winter Routeburn at Falls Hut (All)
Wolfgang Gerber 453 11 55 (Hm), 021 112 44 23 or 477 74 43(WKk)
Theme “Pyjama Party"

We’ll be walking in on Friday night to the Flats Hut which should take about
2 hours. Some people may want to overnight at the Shelter. Once we drop
off our gear at the Falls Hut on Saturday morning, we proceed to Lake Har-
ris, or and up to the Harris Saddle for great views and for the fit ones up to
Conical Hill 1515 m asl, where there are even greater views of the Darren
Mountain, Lake McKerrow on the lower Hollyford and finally the Tasman
Sea. We all should be back at the Hut about 5 for nibbles and Tea. My Quiz
night should start about 8pm with the theme this year being Pyjama Party
or what we wear to bed which may turn this trip into a R21.

On Sunday there are numerous option for everyone and we should all be
back at the Vans by 3.30pm on Sunday. Some mountaineering is possible
but for the experienced only. Please bring cameras especially if you have



not been or not often to this area before, because if the conditions are
right it will be a photographers paradise.

We will be each taking a handful of coal wrapped in newspaper so we
will be cosy in the Hut. Please take one each on the Friday night at the
Clubrooms. Please purchase Hut tickets prior to our departure ($15
per hut per night) these can be bought at DoC lower Stuart St. This Trip
is a must for our new members to introduce you to winter tramping
with us. If you have any questions please ring me, we’d love to see you

PS Track conditions beyond The Fall Hut may influence our options

For more info : http://www.doc.govt.nz

August 8/9
Kayaking trip on Lake Manapouri
Rose Colhoun (021 1513791)

Friday night we will stay at Colhoun family crib in Manapouri (cost $15
per person). Saturday morning we will hire kayaks from Adventure Kay-
ak and Cruise in Manapouri. Kayaks are double sea kayaks and cost is
$90 per person for hire. Then we'll set out for Surprise Bay in our kay-
aks. There is a short track to Hope Arm that we can carry our kayaks
through and then after some more paddling we can climb the short but
steep track to the Monument. Fingers crossed for a clear day, as the
views are stunning. Hope Arm can be explored by kayak and there is
another short track at Stockyard Cove. We have the option of staying
at Hope Arm hut on Saturday night (can be busy with boaties/hunters)
or tenting on a remote beach. On Sunday we can reverse our paddle or
if weather and time allow, we can take the longer route around Stony
Point back to Manapouri.

This is a very weather dependent trip obviously, so | will have a back-
up plan for the Milford Road if kayaking doesn't work out. Trip numbers
are limited to 10 (due to kayak hire) and limited to people with previ-
ous kayaking experience and water confidence.



DAYTRIPS

5 July
Two Reservoirs and a Hill (E/M)
Jane Cloete (467 2328)

Two short walks and longer one, so that if the weather should be inclement we
can retreat! Chances are that you haven't circumnavigated the reservoirs, and
you probably know the hill from a different approach! Only 15km from the club
rooms so we'll be home mid-afternoon.
$4
12 July
Hare Hill / Hodson Hill (E)
Gordon Tocher (477 8944)

Join Gordon on an information filled wander on his back doorstep. Always some-
thing new to be discovered when out in the hills with Gordon $5

19 July
Doggy Day Out €
Jill McAliece (454 4211)

We will be walking from the clubrooms so no travel costs involved. Meeting at
9am we will be heading to the beach, through the Golf Course and back down to
another beach, over the hill and another beach !!

After that we might just find another longer hill and climb that for the views,
from there we can turn around or continue on further.

If you have a dog please bring them along otherwise just join us for the walkies.

Jilland Ray McAliece 4544211 $5

26 July
All Day on the Peninsula (M/F)
David Barnes (4545 4492)
People often think of the Otago Peninsula as a place for really short easy walks
- and certainly not worthy of a 9am start and giving up a whole Sunday. Be pre-
pared to have those ideas quashed. With a bit of cunning and some connecting
road walks, we’ll show you a full day on the Peninsula with more up hill than a



Maungatua traverse. Starting from Turnbull Bay, we’ll climb straight to the
top of Harbour Cone (315m), then descend to sea level at Hoopers Inlet. An
ascent of the Nyhon Track (190m) is followed by a couple of kms on the road
to Sandymount. A short walk leads to the top of Sandymount (320m), a good
place for lunch. Then we descend to Sandfly Bay (watching out for sea lions
lurking in the dunes) before heading up to Seal Point Road (150m) and drop-
ping to Boulder Beach. The last climb of the day is up Paradise Track (260m)
to Highcliff Rd, before we descend Greenacres Track to Macandrew Bay.

There's the opportunity to have an ice cream while the cars are retrieved. $5

Bulletin Contributions are always welcome. Send them to ross.hunt@xtra.co.nz
along with any photos you’d like from your trip. Don’t worry about making your
bulletin articles look pretty—I will reformat anyway.

Also trip leaders—the Bulletin is the perfect vehicle to promote your upcoming
trips. Drop me a few words promoting your trip a month or two before it is due to
run.

The OTMC Bank Account is now with ASB. The new account num-
ber is:

12-3150-0311684-00
Remember to include your name and the reason for your
payment when paying by internet banking.

Non-members must pay for trips when signing the trip list,
members before the trip list closes.




2nd July: Dylan and Rebecca's back-country adventures. The ex-
tremely active tramping partnership of OTMC members Dylan and
Rebecca has accumulated such a wealth of photos as to warrant a
full evening so they can present them all, with a full commentary on
their exploits.

9th July: Codfish Island is where a Kakapo recovery programme is
being carried out. Wibke Schultze was fortunate to be able to do a
two week stint as a DOC volunteer on Codfish Island to assist in this
vital programme to ensure the survival of this endangered bird. Wi-
bke will describe the work she did and outline how the Kakapo re-
covery programme is progressing.

16th July: The clubrooms did not flood on the night of 3 June 2015.
However the clubrooms are located on ground at 100.5m and 101m
above the Otago Metric Datum. What does this mean and where is
South Dunedin going?An entertaining (and possibly idiosyncratic)
talk about South Dunedin. Given by Antony Hamel wearing his legal
conveyancing hat.

23rd July: Book Launch: "New Zealand Mountaineering - A history
in photographs" by John Wilson. OTMC is pleased to announce that
the University Book Shop will be using our clubrooms to launch this
large format book containing over 200 historic photos which capture
NZs mountaineering past and present, from the 1800s to today.
OTMC members will be welcome. More details to follow.

30th July: BYO: Even though Dylan and Rebecca have had their
evening, the rest of us should have plenty of photos by now. We
should have photos from the Winter Kepler and Makarora/ Mt Arm-
strong. Also there should be photos from the Sunday day trips.

Thursday Night Programme

' Any ideas, and contact names in particular, are welcome for the Thursday evening ac- 1
tivities. If you can help please contact Tony Timperley (phone 473 7257, email

I tonytimps@xtra.co.nz) or Gene Dyett (phone 455 7465, email m.gdyett@xtra.co.nz)

Visit us on the Internet at: www.otmme.co.nz




