Newsletter of the Otago Tramping

and Mountaineering Club (Ine¢.)
P.O. Box 1120. Dunedin.

The OTMC meets socially at 3 Young Street
every Thursday—doors open at 7.30pm,
programme begins at 8.00pm.
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i Committee Members 2014/15 |

President Alan Thomson 4557878 I
I Vice President Richard Forbes 453 1327
»  Secretary Richelle Adams 476 1302
I Treasurer Rodger Clarkson 473 6053 I
Chief Guide/Transport Wayne Hodgkinson 473 0950 .
Membership Secretary Richard Forbes 453 1327 I
I Bulletin Editor Ross Hunt 453 0983
. Andy Cunningham 482 1066 .
I Ben Rudds / Gear Hire Sam Patrick 0272 864836 I
Social Convener/ Gear Hire Gene Dyett 455 7465 .
*  Social Convener Tony Timperley 473 7257
I Daytrip Convenor Alan Thomson 455 7878 I
. Website Antony Pettinger 473 7924
Conservation/Advocacy David Barnes 454 4492 I
I SAR Rep Ross Hunt 453 0983

Clubrooms Maintenance Andrew Pask 453 5719 I

Visit us on the Internet at: www.otme.co.nz
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COMMITTEE THOUGHT

The summer tramping season is well underway and no doubt there have
been many successful trips over the last few weeks. All of us will be
conversant with the various codes that apply to the tramping fraternity -
the Environmental Care Code, the Hut Code, the Water Care Code, the

Outdoor Access Code - but | have a few more.

If you find private property barring your access to your favourite spot, ring
the owner before you go. Many of our conservation estate access ways
are across private land and these are more commonly being run by large
corporates or trusts. Health and Safety is a large focus for these entities
and they need to know who is on their land. DoC offices have contact info

so give the local office a call.

And on the subject of crossing land you’ll often come across fences and
gates. Always climb over a gate at the hinge end - this places less stress
on the gate, and if you can’t get through a fence always cross at a
strainer post.

Be aware of the surface your cooker is on. Ideally place cookers on metal
or concrete surfaces, not wooden table tops. Make sure there are no
combustibles near your cooker, especially those that use petrol. It is
often a good idea to light petrol cookers outside, as they can flare
alarmingly. The old Optimus 8R cookers were infamous for spontaneous

pressure relief, shooting flames clean across the hut. Ross Hunt

OTMC Resources

Last year | asked the question of "who knows where to find blank Day Trip
SAR forms?" and wasn't surprised to find that not a lot of people knew -
the answer is "on the OTMC website under Resources."

Also under this heading are the following:

OTMC Weekend Leadership (abridged) This is a brief description of what
Weekend Leaders should do when planning and leading a weekend trip.
OTMC Weekend Leadership (Full) This is a fuller version of the above.
OTMC Party Planning List - This is an extremely helpful checklist when
planning your trip.

OTMC Weekend SAR list (Blank Form) - copies to be left as per weekend
leadership instructions.

OTMC Day Trip SAR list (Blank Form) - to be left at the clubrooms (through
the letter slot at the bottom of the door).

OTMC Day Trip Guidelines - guidelines and suggestions for Day Trip
leaders.

Check these resources out as they provide a lot of helpful information.

Alan Thomson




Bushcraft 2015

After a break in 2014, the club is running a Bushcraft course this year, start-
ing on March 3. The course is primarily aimed at people interested in learn-
ing how to tramp safely in the outdoors, and is part of the OTMC’s
longstanding contribution to promoting safety in our hills and mountains to
the public. A positive spin-off is that it also promotes how special our great
outdoors is, and recruits a few new members along the way.

The course will follow the same format as 2013 — 4 evening meetings in our
clubrooms will introduce the various topics to be covered, such as clothing,
food, weather and environmental care. One night will be dedicated to map
and compass training — this will be reinforced by a fun practical day spent on
Flagstaff the following Sunday to put the theory into practice (the emphasis
of the navigation portion will be traditional map and compass, not GPS —
everyone should have an idea of the basics.

Another opportunity to put the evening sessions into practice is the Silver
Peaks weekend — this will be an overnight trip into this area, just north of
Dunedin.

The course will conclude with a day spent practicing river safety / river cross-
ing skills in the Taieri River, at Outram Glen.

The course cost is only $20 per person, and includes membership to the
club for the duration of the course.

There is more information and application forms available on the website:

http://otmc.co.nz/bushcraft2015.html

Please let anyone you know who is interested in the course know it is com-
ing up! For further information, contact Antony, 4737924

Bulletin Contributions are always welcome. Send them to ross.hunt@xtra.co.nz
along with any photos you’d like from your trip. Don’t worry about making your
bulletin articles look pretty—I will reformat anyway.

Also trip leaders—the Bulletin is the perfect vehicle to promote your upcoming
trips. Drop me a few words promoting your trip a month or two before it is due to

run.



Trip Reports

Lake Waikaremoana Track

The Great Walk around Lake Waikaremoana has long been on my ‘to do’ list,
but getting to it from Dunedin is a logistical nightmare. When | had to go to Tau-
po for a meeting, | decided that was as close as | was likely to get, so | hired a
car and tackled the tortuous road into Te Urewera. Think of a hillier windier ver-
sion of the Catlins road, pre-tar seal.

There are two motorcamps in the area. | stayed at Big Bush Holiday Park, just
beyond the lake, as the owners also operate the water taxi and shuttle. By 9am,
I’d been dropped at the Onepoto track end, and started on the track’s one big
hill, the climb around Panekiri Bluff. First stop was only a few minutes up the
hill, at the site of Onepoto Redoubt, a significant fortification during the New
Zealand Wars. It soon became apparent that the persistent drizzle didn’t war-
rant a parka, as | was generating enough heat as | walked. An hour took me to a
trig, at which point the gradient eased. Occasional breaks in the forest on the
edge of the Bluff were potential viewpoints, but today all | saw was the inside of
a cloud. | decided there was no point taking the short signposted detour to Bald
Knob. A check of the map at this point suggested the hut was under an hour
away, so | decided that that would be where I'd have lunch. A short steep pinch
a few minutes before the hut was surmounted on a stairway. It would have
been interesting before that was built.

Panekiri Hut is situated at what is usually regarded as the highlight of the trip,
with extensive views of the lake. Although it made a short day (signposted as
five hours, it had taken a little over three), I'd chosen to stay here for that rea-
son. Apart from a partial clearance for a few minutes, | saw nothing. | was
pleased to have my Kobo. The hut’s a bit rumpty by southern Great Walk stand-
ards, but perfectly adequate. The fire was out of commission. | contemplated
chopping wood to fill in the afternoon, but the axe was impossibly blunt. That
night, | was one of six in the hut.



Day two was my longest day. | awoke to wetter conditions than before, and still
no view. It took an hour to descend out of the cloud, and another hour to reach
the modern Waipaoa hut, at the head of an inlet. From there, the track was
largely flat. At Korokoro stream, | took the one hour detour to a waterfall. Back
on track, | took another detour to the Korokoro campsite, but found a big group
of picnicking boaties too noisy so took my lunch break a few minutes up the
track.
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The next section was the only one where | couldn’t take a chunk off the DoC
times. | find this frustrating - not because | care whether I’'m taking a third
less or a third more than the DoC time, but because it makes it hard to plan
the day. The track goes up and down a lot before arriving at the Maranui
campsite, where there’s also a DoC staff hut. From there, it’s a short climb and
descent over a peninsula to arrive at Marauiti Hut, where there were two other

trampers in residence.



Sunday’s walk started with an hour and a half to the spacious Waiharuru Hut,
where | stopped for half an hour to kill some time. Then | had to climb over the
end of the Puketukutuku Range, a peninsula where there’s an intensive kiwi pro-
tection program running. An electric fence is designed to stop juvenile kiwi stray-
ing beyond the trapped area before they can establish their own territories where
they are safe(r). Some more shoreline meandering took me to Whanganui Hut,
where | had a long lunch in the sun before tackling the last 45 minutes to the
water taxi pickup point.

The verdict? A nice trip if you're in the vicinity, but probably not worth making a
journey from the Deep South to do it (unlike the North Island’s other Great Walk,
the spectacular Tongariro Northern Circuit).

David Barnes

Daytrip - Heyward Pt/Kaikai Beach - 30th November 2014

Sunday’s weather forecast was so abysmal, | thought | would have to cancel but
surprisingly the morning arrived, sunny with strong winds, so | made the decision
to at least go to Heyward Pt and see how things went from there. Christine and
Raewyn joined me at the clubrooms and we left at 9am, in Christine’s car. To
make the most of the day, we started the trip from the end of Heyward Pt Rd in-
stead of Aramoana, as originally planned.

We began at 9.45am, along an unformed vehicle track, taking in great coastal
views of Aramoana and Taiao- g =
ra Head, before reaching the
junction of the track from Ara-
moana. From here it was on-
wards through the Heyward Pt
Scenic Reserve, which runs
along the cliff edge. A great
view of Lion Rock can be had
from the pine trees, but as
Christine had moved off up
ahead, Raewyn and | contin-
ued on our way, to find her at




a warm sheltered spot, gazing at equally impressive views of the coastline. Follow-
ing the route, we eventually descended through bush on a grassed vehicle track
onto Heyward Pt.

Despite the windy conditions, we took in more coastal views and saw seals swim-
ming and rolling about in the ocean. We avoided going to the Auto Pilot Light-
house, owing to the wind and the nearby Gull Colony, and walked on an angle back
up hill, towards the small gate with
the private property sign on it. On
our way, we found a gull with a bro-
~ Kken neck, no doubt overcome by the
strong winds.

After a brief morning tea stop, we
crossed the stile and walked uphill,
' to find the black post marking the
steep descent to Kaikai Beach. Dur-
ing this time there was a heavy down-
pour and | was ready to turn back,
however, we could see the weather
was beginning to clear, so on we went. By the time we reached the swampland,
the weather was fine again and at 11.40am we were at the accommodation cave,
slightly inland from the beach. Christine and Raewyn went inside to suss it out.
Not only did it have bunk beds and a tent, but also clothing and a well-stocked
pantry! In the photo, you can see the cave entrance with a stone wall and beside
it is a very tidy long drop toilet.

The route through the swampland to the cave is well marked and there are many
tracks from the cave to the beach. The beach can also be accessed first, once the
steep descent has been made, by turning right and walking towards a lone Pine
Tree.

At 11.55am, we moved off from the cave, to our left, remaining on the same side
of the fence and gradually climbed upwards to find the 4WD track, which zigged
then zagged along the fenceline.

We climbed a gate and walked a short distance to get a view of Murdering Beach
but it was way too windy to walk further down to Purehurehu Pt. As we walked up



towards the old house, the strong wind picked up Raewyn’s pack cover and
blew it away! After having a look inside the old house, we ate our lunch, sit-
ting in a warm spot outside, with a view of Kaikai Beach in the distance -
(12.30pm)

20 minutes later, we walked behind to the right of the house and through
some trees to a 4WD track. A brief hail shower began as we crossed a few
gated paddocks before exiting onto Whareakeake Rd, by a stand of Macrocar-
pa trees. The shower
stopped and from there
it was only 10mins to
the intersection with
Heyward Pt Rd and 800
metres to where the car
was parked at the road
end - (1.30pm).

All in all, an enjoyable
trip, during the best part : A o T
of the day! Only took LA TS b T R A o .IM
3hrs and 45mins, however in better weather conditions, more time could be
spent exploring the beach and accessing Purehurehu Pt.

Written by Jacqui King for Christine Hopkins and Raewyn Duncan

Bushcraft 2015

March 3: Introduction, Clothing

March 10: Navigation and Weather

March 14: Navigation Exercise

March 17: Food and Cookers

March 24: Trip Planning

March 28-29: Bushcraft Weekend—Silverpeaks
April 12: River crossing

See page 3 for details




TriPlisc

Waitangi Weekend, 6-8 February
South Huxley - Temple (3 Passes in 3 Days) (All)
Wayne Hodgkinson Ph.473 0950

A number of options are available from the Hopkins Valley. Some might involve a night
time walk into Monument Hut for Friday night.

M/F: Another trip | have been interested in for some time. Starting in the Huxley Valley,
continuing past Forks Huts, and head up the South Branch to camp near a 2 bunk bivvy
after 7 hours or so. Saturday heading steeply up and over V-Notch Pass (1884m), trav-
ersing the head of the Ahuriri Valley and over another Saddle into the South Temple for a
relaxing camp. There is some steep ground to cover, and likely snow on the tops. Mon-
day would see an option of heading up and over Gunsight Pass (Pass no.3) and down
the North Temple to the vehicles, or a more cruisey option of just heading down the
South Temple.

Another ‘Moderate’ graded trip could take a group up to Broderick Hut for Saturday
night, with a Sunday day trip to Broderick Pass. Other, including shorter trips can be
done in the Huxley, Hopkins, or Temple Valleys.

Sign the Trip List or contact me if interested, and note on the list your preferred option.
Trip List closes 29 January.

14-15 February
Sebastipol Ridge—Annette (Climbing)
Andy Cunningham (482 1066)

See Chief Guide for this trip.

21-22 February
Canyon Creek—Ahuriri (M)
Rebecca van Amber (021 244078)

A popular trip climbing up an impressive waterfall into the upper Canyon Creek area un-
derneath Mt Barth. There’re options for camping out—under the stars, under a rock bivvy
or in the traditional tent or fly. Options to climb the ridge overlooking and descending to
the Ahuriri Valley, or returning back along Canyon Creek to the vehicles.



DAYTRIPS

1 February
Kathy Woodrow (455 4673)
Rollinson’s—Swampy Summit—Swine Spur
We will drive over to Whare Flat via the Bullring and turn up Rollinsons Road and
park at the locked gate. We will have a steady climb up the road to what is
called the elbow. About half way up we can poke our nose into a side track that
branches into Steve Amies track to the left and Little Coal Creek Track to the
right. There are some pleasant picnic areas there. At the elbow we will head on-
to Rainguage Spur Track. A short distance along this Rollinsons Track branches
off. This has had work done one it in the last year or so and is much easier to
follow. It eventually comes out onto Swampy Ridge Track and we will head back
towards Swampy. We eventually come to a road and an Aircraft Navigation Sta-
tion. We continue on and come to a road intersection where anyone who wants/
needs to leave early can head down the hill to the cars. The rest of us will con-
tinue on past other various structuresuntil we reach Swine Spur which we will
head down. It is steepish at first and relatively open. We eventually come to the
intersection with Possum Busterswhich we will turn down on, crossing a small
stream and then McKenzies Creek and eventually onto the road a couple of
hundred metres above the cars. Expect to be back in town about 3 pm, give or

take and hour.

8 February
No Day Trip (Waitangi Weekend)

14 February / 15 February
OTMC Open Day, and Open Day Walk (E)

Skyline Track to Swampy Summit and return

22 February
Rodger Clarkson (473 6053)
Carey’s Creek—Rongomai—Honeycomb (M)

Leaving the at clubrooms at 9am we’ll drive to Evansdale Glen and walk along
the picturesque Careys Creek track and then head up Rongomai Track to a
morning tea break with good views. We'll then come down Honeycomb Track to
rejoin Careys Creek and head a little further up the valley to a lunch stop (beside
a potential swimming hole). Then back down the valley to the cars by mid after-



noon. Parts of Rongomai and Honeycomb track can be steep, Careys creek
has numerous small stream crossings which can be slippery. Vertical rise ap-
prox 300m. Trip cost $8.

1 March
David Barnes (454 4492)
Burns Saddler—Greenguage Spur (M/F)

8 March
Alan Thomson (455 7878)
Town Belt Traverse (E)

15 March
Jan Burch (455 4559)
Three Silver Peaks

Did you know that there are Silver Peaks 1, 2 & 3 and that over the years they have
been interchangeable? Tony had planned to lead this trip to climb each one with
great ceremony and record these events, but when he was unable to, I've stepped in.
Like Tony's previous trips, the route will first take us up Green Ridge, with a drinks
and snacks stop at the Green Hut site. Then we will proceed to climb up to our first
peak above Pulpit Rock before diverting to our second peak on Rocky Ridge. Our final
ascent will be to the highest peak at 777metres. Here we will lunch and admire the
360 degree expansive views before returning via Green Ridge again. Unlike Tony's
trips we will definitely not be dropping down into the Painted Forest, but we may take
a wee detour to it's edges if time allows.

Cost $8, leaving clubrooms at 9am

Gear for Hire

The OTMC has a large amount of gear available for members to hire.

Ice axes Crampons Packs
Cookers Billies First Aid Kit
Tents Personal Locator Beacons

Climbing Helmets = Avalanche Transceivers and Probes

Members can hire gear for $5 for up to one week. If you can’t

get it back to club then each week is an additional $5. Phone
Gene or Sam if you can’t make it to club nights to bring gear

back.




5th February: No meeting - Waitangi Day on Friday the 6th. Have a
great long weekend!

12th February: Derek Mycock An Americian adventure Hawaii, Pearl
Harbour, California, Hollywood and the Grand Canyon

19th February: The Beautiful Cities of Europe. Another one of our widely
travelled OTMC members, Barry Walker, last year toured around Central
and Southern Europe. Barry will present to us his impressions of Croatia,
especially the ancient walled city of Dubrovnik; Budapest on the River
Danube, which Barry considers to be one of most beautiful cities he has
visited, whether seen by day or by night; Venice, with its canals is so dif-
ferent and unique; and unforgettable Rome, with its ancient monuments
and the Vatican.

26th February: First Aid - Part 3. This is the session which was post-
poned from October 2014. In this session Helen Beamish will cover neck
and spinal injuries and how to move a patient with these injuries, which
will cover stretcher work. She will also discuss Hypothermia outdoors, its
treatment and prevention. Connected to these situations is the decision
making process around "Should we stay or should we go?"

The OTMC Bank Account is now with ASB. The new account num-
ber is:

12-3150-0311684-00
Remember to include your name and the reason for your
payment when paying by internet banking.

Non-members must pay for trips when signing the trip list,
members before the trip list closes.

Thursday Night Programme

' Any ideas, and contact names in particular, are welcome for the Thursday evening ac- 1
tivities. If you can help please contact Tony Timperley (phone 473 7257, email

I tonytimps@xtra.co.nz) or Gene Dyett (phone 455 7465, email m.gdyett@xtra.co.nz)

Visit us on the Internet at: www.otmme.co.nz




