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The OTMC meets socially at 3 Young Street  
every Thursday - doors open at 7.30pm,  

programme begins at 8.00pm. 

Any ideas, and contact names in particular, are wel-
come for the Thursday evening activities. Please con-
tact Fiona Webster (Social Convenor) at 
“fionaw@tekotago.ac.nz”, or 487 8176 if you can help.   

2 December 
 

Walk to the albatross colony with Wolfgang Gerber.  
Those wishing to  travel there by car should be at the 
clubrooms ready to depart 7pm. Carpooling arranged 
on the night.  

9 December 
 

BBQ @ Woodhaugh Gardens.  Arrive anytime from 
6.30 pm onwards.  Bring your own food, drink and 
games, BBQs are provided courtesy of DCC.  Family 
and friends most welcome.  

13 January 
 

BYO - tell us about the trips you did over the sum-
mer break   

20 January 
 

Tonight we have a walk planned  -  destination to be 
confirmed. 

27 January 
 

Tom Cockerill will tell us about adventure trekking 
in Borneo, including tramping, climbing and caving. 

Visit us on the Internet at: 
www.otmc.co.nz 

Newsletter of the Otago Tramping 
and Mountaineering Club (Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1120, Dunedin. 
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It’s incredible to think that December is here already and the end of 
2004 is nigh.  The year has been very good for the OTMC, and with 
the membership number hovering around the 250 mark we are well 
past the declining role we had in the mid to late 90’s.  One result of a 
high membership total is a rise in trip numbers, which have ex-
ceeded my expectations since the Makarora trip in September.  With 
a busy 4 months to start 2005 I hope this will continue.  
In 2000 we commenced working on what turned out to be the Strate-
gic Plan for the OTMC.  This was in response to the general decline 
mentioned above.  Although the plan is not referred to much pres-
ently, the current active club activity is the result we envisaged back 
in 2000.  That aside, the committee welcomes any suggestions mem-
bers may have to make the OTMC even better. 
The Labour Weekend trip to Macetown was very well supported by 
members (and reluctant spouses!), and ably led by Wolfgang Gerber.  
Relaxing at Camp OTMC (in the Rich Burn) I was able to reflect on 
the changes within the OTMC over the last 20 years.  The accommo-
dation was the most obvious difference.  Back in the (good old) 
eighties you would be lucky to see a tent of any sort on a club trips, 
nowadays the versatile tent fly is a rarity.  There were 2 traditional 
flys – one used for sleeping and the other used as a garage for the 
packs (?), and lowered at nightfall.  I noted one other fly from a tent, 
and the rest were tents of varying designs.  In all, 13 structures for 
23 people.  Another change has been the increase of gas/lpg type 
cookers over the traditional white petrol stoves.  I didn’t get a chance 
to count the poofta pads, but I suspect the halcyon days of the hum-
ble karrimat have passed.  Of course, a lot of the woollen clothing 
has given way to synthetics – the changes since the 80’s in clothing 
is remarkable. 
The one thing that hasn’t changed is what makes the OTMC what it 
is – the comradeship and friendship between people, especially on 
trips.  To be able to relax after a long or exhilarating day and have a 
few laughs is neat.  That to me is what makes the OTMC special and 
unique, long may it continue. 
As the festive season approaches I would like to take this opportu-
nity on behalf of the committee to thank everyone in the OTMC for 
a great year and wish you all a happy Christmas.  I hope you can 
find the time to get out for a trip over the holiday break. 
 
See you all next year 
Antony Pettinger 
President 
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 It’s not usual for us to have members of other tramping clubs join ours, but it’s 
happened this month.  Irene Duff, Warepa, 3RD, Balclutha, 415 7135; and Pam 
Thompson, 138 Mowat Rd, 4RD, Balclutha; both members of the Hokonui TC, 
are now postal members of our club.  Welcome to you both!  And Ann Mulryne, 
14 Bellevue St, 477 4083 has joined us too.  Since no-one has resigned recently, 
our membership has passed the 250 mark for the first time in most members’ 
memory, but may still drop back if some of the 30 members who haven’t yet paid 
the current sub decide not to. 
 
Kathy Woodrow, our American member (with husband Chris Pearson) writes on 
the back of her sub notice: 
 
All is well over here.  Trees are starting to show some colour 
(other than green) and the humidity has gone.  We had our 
coldest summer (June to August) on record.  There were only 
about four days of 32 degrees or greater.  At the hottest time 
of the year, the long term daily max comes out at 30, and min 
20. 
We went canoeing up in Northern Minnesota near Ely in 
what is known as the "Canoe Boundary Waters".  They re-
strict the number of parties at each input area per day with 
no more than 4 canoes per party.  There are designated camp-
ing areas with one party per campsite. A long drop (with 360 
degree view) and a fire grate are found at each site. 
Our first campsite provided us with heaps of blueberries, and 
at the others we found raspberries and gooseberries.  Wild 
gooseberries are about the colour and size of large black cur-
rants.  A couple of garter snakes had their home at our second 
camp site.  Other wild life was wolves (heard but not seen) 
and bears (not seen).  We had to hang all our food from a tree 
branch. 
 
All for now, 
Kathy 
 
Ian Sime,  
Membership Secretary 
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ANNUAL HUT PASSES AND HUT FEES 
 
Don’t forget to check out the article on Annual Hut Passes & Hut Fees in the 
FMC magazine you will have received with this month’s Bulletin.  In summary, 
they say that:- 
 
• Members of FMC get a 30% discount on Annual Back-Country Hut Passes 
(ABCHP)  -  this continues the previous discount. 
• FMC holders of an ABCHP will, effective from the start of the 04/04 sum-
mer season (depends on the walk involved, as they have slightly different sea-
sons), get the 10% discount off Great Walk hut fees. 
• In order to get the discount on Great Walk hut fees, members will need to 
have an ABCHP and be able to supply their pass number when making the 
booking for the Great Walk. 
As is the case now, FMC members will get the discount on their ABCHP by 
showing DoC their FMC membership cards. 
 
See the FMC magazine for more information. 

Ben Rudd Property 
13 beech trees were planted, and 6 more carried in, on a recent Saturday when the 
weather was marginal. 
 
Skyline Walkway 
The following Saturday about 15 people barrowed bitumen coated pegs and treated 
timber for boardwalk construction around Sullivans Dam to the start of the Track, 
and then carried it up to a depot near where it will be used.  The job took only from 
9.30 am ‘til 2pm thanks to all those involved and Peter Mason’s great organisation. 
 
Leaning Lodge 
A great wad of letters has been received supporting the retention of this valuable 
community asset.  The Otago Conservation Board will have met in Middlemarch 
before this is read, with Peter and Ian making submissions.  The next day its mem-
bers planned to fly up to the hut with Peter putting our case for retention on the spot. 
We hope to have a further report for you in the next Bulletin. 
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The club made a detailed submission on DoC’s Visitor Facilities Review for Otago 
as it applied to huts with OTMC connections, and endorsed FMC’s position on other 
facilities.  (The authors of the two  submissions have a few similarities!).  Some out-
comes can be seen as favourable, others as inevitable.  Key points include: 
 
Big Hut & Leaning Lodge:  Rather than being removed, Big Hut’s future looks 
assured, while DoC are still prepared to talk to us about Leaning Lodge. 
Jubilee Hut:  The DoC position is that they are investigating an upgrade or replace-
ment.  We submitted that it is vital that there be a hut in the area.  If the existing hut 
can’t be retained, DoC should replace it. 
Yellow Hut:  The intention was to remove the hut.  We submitted that wider consul-
tation is needed on the need for a hut or shelter.  DoC now says that discussions are 
ongoing with OTMC and linked to Jubilee Hut replacement. (I don’t see that there is 
a link). 
Extend Albert Burn track to East Matukituki:  We supported re-cutting track 
from Albert Burn forks to scrubline but opposed poling the route over the saddle . 
DoC now say that was the intention – it just wasn’t spelled out clearly. 
Liverpool & Brewster Huts:  The proposals to replace Liverpool and Brewster 
Huts will go ahead, although I understand that our concerns about the proposed sizes 
(15 & 10 bunks respectively) enticing the unwise and unwary and leading to pressure 
to ‘upgrade’ tracks may be heeded. 
Young Valley:  A 20-bunk hut at Young Forks will go ahead, linking with a new 
track down the Makarora from Blue Pools to the Young.  The existing Young Hut 
will be extended.  We supported the track as a bad weather alternative, but thought 
the extended hut alone would deal with accommodation issues. 
Kay Creek hut:  We support the proposal to build a new hut of similar size.  The 
focus is on hunters, so pick your time to visit. 
Glacier Burn:  The proposal was to upgrade the track to ease demand on the Rob 
Roy track.  We saw it as providing a different opportunity, as well as having more 
difficult access, and opposed an upgrade.  DoC now say they only propose “marking 
and limited cutting of the line visitors* (sic) presently follow to access the forks and 
better view points”. That’s fine. 
 (* Are we ‘visitors’? – I thought we [all] own it!) 
Timaru Creek:  The proposal to upgrade the track in the lower valley seems incon-
gruous with the proposal to downgrade the track in the upper valley.  We would have 
preferred to see both maintained to an intermediate standard. 
David Barnes 
Conservation & Recreation Advocacy Officer, OTMC 
South Island Vice President, FMC 
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POWDER RIDGE 

SILVERSTREAM SOUTHERN TRAVERSE 
 
The basic premise was simple - the Southern Traverse had been through the 
Silver Peaks and used a route that I didn't know.  It was just asking to be tried 
out.  Despite my graphic descriptions of what I expected the trip to be like, and 
a grotty forecast, there were 13 starters.  The crossing of Silverstream at the bot-
tom weir confirmed that the overnight rain hadn't affected the levels much - a 
key consideration for our afternoon plans.  The bottom of Powder Ridge is al-
ways a bit of a shock to the system.  It's steep and muddy, but I prefer to go up it 
than down.  When the grade started to ease we were in the drizzle zone, so most 
of us opted for parkas.  As the bush thinned, the drizzle eased and it became 
apparent that the predicted snow had arrived overnight, as the top of the Maun-
gatuas had a good coating, while Silver Peak  itself had a wee bit right on top.  
By the time we broke out of the scrub at the top of the ridge, the weather was 
good enough for a lunch break in the tussocks.  Then the 'fun' began.  Fun in 
this case was two hours of fairly solid, often steep bash bashing and grovelling 
down a narrow  stream.  I was pleased to hear frequent laughter from above me 
as we slithered our way downwards.  Obviously others shared my idea of fun.  
All this eventually brought us to a junction with a more substantial stream.  We 
obviously weren't the first there, as we found a bicycle there.  Someone's keen 
or silly!!  The travel changed from this point, as we could walk in the stream or 
stream bed most of the way.  Twenty  five minutes more and another junction, 
and now we could say we were definitely in the Silverstream, as the Pulpit Rock 
and Hightop branches had now merged.  Of course this meant the stream was 
deeper.  Occasional rocky bits meant a scramble, but the travel was mostly good 
and the overhanging bush filtering the sun made it a very  pleasant place to be.  
Finally a log jam led us onto a terrace, and, surprise surprise, a few track mark-
ers.  These led us over a short gorge and dropped us at the weir at the top of Ra-
ceman's Track at about quarter to five.  A quick blast down the track saw us at 
the cars at 6:30 pm.  Everyone said they had a great day out.  What more can a 
trip leader want?  
 
David Barnes for Matt Corbett, Roy Ward, Jonette Service, Wilbert  Stokman, 
Lois Bishop, Pam Thompson, Irene Duff, Alan Scurr, Guy Jackson, Katherine 
Jeyes, Chris Barnes and Peter Barnes. 



Page7 

 

PURAKANUI & MAPOUTAHI 
 
Eight intrepid trampers ably led by Jacqui Cornelissen explored the Purakanui area.  
We braved the giddy heights of the Mapoutahi Pa site and were afforded some mag-
nificient sea vistas.  The tide was out so we proceeded along the beach through the 
cliff caves and onward to Doctors Point beach.  Upon our return to Purakanui we 
went to the inlet for a closer view of this quant hamlet, then returned to our cars via 
the mudflats.  We adjourned to the Purakanui picnic area for a hearty and well de-
served lunch.  The views from the reserve were breathtaking on such a splendid day.  
Following our nosh we explored a track skirting around the inlet which was used by 
early residents to gain access to their cribs from the railway station. 
Overall a very enjoyable day that was topped off by an ice cream at Port. Chalmers 
on the way home. 
Gavin MacArthur 
 

A cruisy weekend - except for the uphill bits.  We left Dune-
din Saturday morning and stopped in Middlemarch to regroup 
and also to point out the weekends destination - Big Hut.  
Then along the road to the DoC carpark and to start climbing 
the 52 zigzags to Leaning Lodge.  Everyone had arrived at 
Leaning Lodge by 1.30pm and lunch was had sitting outside 
in the glorious sunshine that Fiona had arranged for us. 
After lunch, and a close inspection of Leaning Lodge, parties 
left in dribs and drabs with Doug and I deciding to find the 
origin of the stream that passes close to the Hut, so it was 
straight up the hill for us.  We found that the stream comes 
from a strongly flowing spring, almost on the ridgeline.  How 
does the water get there, as there didn't seem to be enough 
catchment to produce that amount of water?  After wandering 
along to the summit rocks and enjoying the panoramic view of 
mountains from the Garvies to Mt Domet and including Earn-
slaw and Mt Aspiring, we finally arrived at Big Hut at about 
5.30pm.  This gave me time to see what had been done in the 
time since my last visit with a work party in January 2001.  I 
must say that I'm impressed with the amount of work that has 
been done on this Hut in the short time that the Big Hut Trust 
have owned it, which bodes well for the hut's future. 
Sunday was spent wandering further along the ridge to visit 
Stonehenge and other Rock formations, and enjoying the view 
we had of the Southern Alps and to Saddle Hill.  Back to the 
hut for lunch, and then downhill to the vehicles and the com-
pulsory ice-cream in Middlemarch before heading off home.  
Thanks to Fiona for organising a lovely weekend. 
Alan Thomson for Doug, Dave, Sandra, Laurie, Ann, Jill 
Dodd, Susan, Jill McA, Maggie, Catherine, Roy, and Martin. 
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CHIEF GUIDE COMMENT 
Moeraki Christmas Camp  

(Social Weekend) 
11-12 December 

Antony Pettinger   473-7924 
 
This trip is being run informally, much like the previous trips to Naseby in 2001/02.  
We are staying at the motor camp, and you are welcome to come along anytime it 
suits you.  There are lots of walks around Moeraki, or you can just laze around on the 
beach or at the camp. 
As Moeraki is relatively close to Dunedin it makes sense to leave Saturday morning, 
but you could leave on Friday night if you wanted to.  Saturday night will be a 
BBQ/Social night at the camp. 
Bring the family and enjoy a pre-Christmas wind down with the OTMC.  There is a 
list up in the clubrooms to gauge interest. 
 
 
 

Homer Area  (All) 
29-30 January 

Alan Thomson   455-7878 
 
In good conditions, January can provide easy access from Homer Huts to Gertrude 
Saddle and up to Barrier Knob for most trampers. Ringed by shear rock walls, the 
Gertrude Saddle is a dramatic place to visit, and there is also a superb view out to 
Milford Sound. We have about a 600 metre climb from Homer Huts, with the return 
daytrip taking approx 5 hours. The climb is quite steep in places and on a partly 
marked track so is graded medium.  
Alternatively, you can complete a classic crossover from the Hollyford via Lake 
Adelaide and Giffords Crack (not Forresters Folly ala 2004) and over Barrier Knob 
to Homer Huts. This is a good weekend trip, although more experience is required. 
To fill in the Sunday there is the opportunity to climb up to Homer Saddle 
(recommended), or visit Lake Marion.  
As this trip is happening early in the OTMC calendar it would be helpful to let us 
know earlier rather than later if you want to join this trip. There is a triplist in the 
clubrooms now (closes January 20) 
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OTMC Silverpeaks Marathon (F & FE) 
February 5 (Sat) 

Roy Ward  473-9518 
 
Roy writes………..”It's that time of year again, that those of us who are interested in 
taking on a bit of a challenge need to start thinking about how fit we are.  No, this is 
not the "42 km run along a road" kind of marathon - it is a tramp for something like 
65 km (although estimates vary) through much of the Silverpeaks, including Flag-
staff, Powder Hill, Mount John, The Gap, Rocky Ridge, Pulpit Rock and Swampy 
Summit.  It is in many ways more of a personal challenge than a race, often being 
done in pairs or small groups.  There is also a half option (often regarded as more 
like a two-thirds option) that is something like 35 km.  In 2004 the full marathon was 
effectively cancelled because the forest we need to go through was closed, but it has 
taken place over many of the last 32 years. 
It is expected that people doing this will have adequate fitness, equipment and ex-
perience (and some sheer stubbornness helps too).  For anyone considering doing 
this for the first time, it is also important to know the route beforehand - those not 
familiar with the infamous Chalkies/Powder Hill section (where many people have 
become "geograpically embarrassed" might want to consider going on my day trip on 
23 January, as that day walk will cover that section.  I will be also be doing the odd 
extra trip into the Silverpeaks over the summer as he prepares, so if anyone wants to 
arrange to go with me over a bit of the route, please contact me. 
If you want to participate, but don't want to take on that sort of challenge, it is some-
thing of a tradition to have some people at the Green Hut site, and preferably The 
Gap as well.  Whether you want to do the full marathon, the half, or are interested in 
helping out at a checkpoint (which could be quite a pleasant day trip), I would wel-
come hearing from you.  There will also at some point be a trip list, and a display up 
on the clubroom wall with the route and more details.” 
 
The Course:- Starts at 4.30am!!, and must include all of the following points. (Refer 
topographical map NZMS 260 series, map I44, J44 (Dunedin). 
 
1.  Start at the Booth Road end of the Pineapple Track. Grid Reference 149828 
2.  Proceed to the Bullring, Whare Flat Road. Grid Reference 119828 
3.  Head to a point between the White Hill Cairn and Powder Hill. Grid Reference               
 075863. You need to pass through Whare Flat itself during this stage. 
4.  Make your way to Big Stream. Grid Reference 055905 
5.  Breakfast at Poplar Hut?. Grid Reference 060918 
6.  Climb Mt. John (678m). Grid Reference 076947 
7.  From here travel to the saddle south-west of the Gap. Grid Reference 126976. 
 Generally this includes passing Mt. John Hut, heading up the Christmas Creek 
 catchment and heading towards the Gap Saddle, passing ABC Caves, or by some 
 other route. (The Gap itself does not form part of the official route, although a 
 checkpoint is normally situated here). 
8.  Travel along Rocky Ridge to the track adjacent to Pulpit Rock. Grid Reference 

(Continued on page 10) 
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 116927 
9.   From Pulpit Rock head down to the old Green Hut site. Grid Reference 125918 
10. Follow the Silverpeaks route to the Hightop/Swampy track junction, and proceed 
 the climb to Swampy Summit. Grid Reference 137873. 
11. Follow the road on Swampy to the Swampy Ridge track that leads back to the 
 Pineapple track.  
12. Finish the Marathon at the Booth Road end of the Pineapple Track. Grid Refer
 ence 149828 
 
Note:- The Marathon route must pass by all the above points, but how you travel 
between these points is up to yourself. Some are straightforward, such as from the 
Gap to Pulpit Rock, but there are various routes you can take between White/Boulder 
Hill and the Gap. Some thought given to this before the Marathon commences may 
be of benefit. 
 
For the half marathon alter the above route as follows. The start time need not be 
4.30am, but allow enough time to get back to Booth Road in daylight. 
Instead of heading to Big Stream and Poplar Hut (Stage 4 and 5), follow Long Ridge 
to Pulpit Rock, and then follow the main course from stage 9 onwards to end at 
Booth Road and the finish point. 
 
A good day out, but you do need to be fit and bushcraft competent. The route can be 
covered in fog all day, making navigation difficult, and doing nothing for your mo-
rale. There is a handout available at club, as well as a map with the routes drawn on 
them. Sign that list now! 
 
 
 

Takitimu Mountains (All) 
12-13 February  

Philip Somerville 473-8862 
 
The Takitimu Forest lies on and around the prominent range of mountains to the 
south-east of Te Anau, and rise to a height of 1700 metres. The area used to be a 
New Zealand Forest Service area, so had a good number of tracks and bivs, which 
are normally in good condition. DoC is currently maintaining mainly the Aparima 
area. The tops of the Takitimu Mountains offer great travel, in most part being open 
country. It is relatively simple to cross between valley systems, making some great 
round trip possible. 
It’s been a couple of years since a trip to the Takatimus, an area that is probably un-
derrated as a tramping area. The area enjoys a drier climate from the neighbouring 
Fiordland. There are many trips available for all grades—just use your imagination 
(and a map) to see what is possible. Currently public access is available to the 

(Continued from page 9) 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Aparima and Princhester, with other areas requiring landowner consent. Fit parties 
can link two or more valley together to make a great trip, while the easier grades can 
head for one valley, set up camp (or base themselves at a hut) and head up to the tops 
for some great views. 
Here are three options – there are many more… 
* The Aparima Valley is an easy option, with bivys available 
* A combination of the Princhester and Aparima (moderate) 
* Blackmount to Dunrobin Road via the tops (fit, see Moirs South p. 237) 
 
 

BUSHCRAFT 2005 
 
Bushcraft is a major OTMC event, and a good number of Bushcraft participants tra-
ditionally leads to an active year of tramping in the club.  Tirohanga Camp has been 
booked again for the practical skills weekend, and the Silverpeaks tramping trip will 
run two weeks later. River safety skills will be taught in the Taieri River. The op-
tional/combined OTMC weekend trip is destined for the Ohau area this year, with 
options from Freehold Creek to the Huxley (and the Dasler Pinnacles) 
 
 

Outline of Bushcraft 2005 
 
The OTMC has run basic bushcraft courses every year since the late 1960's except 
for 1997, introducing many hundreds of local people to the hills, safe in the knowl-
edge that they are the right path to tramp safely. While we cannot teach experience, 
we emphasise that practice is the best way to gain confidence in your own abilities as 
far as bushcraft skills go. Bushcraft teaches you all the skills you need to know to if 
you are beginning to tramp, but is also suited to people who have commenced tramp-
ing, but have never been shown the basics, such as compass/map work, stove-
lighting or river safety skills. 

One emphasis we put a lot of effort into is to teach as much as possible through prac-
tical exercises. This increases the learning curve greatly, and makes the course very 
hands on and enjoyable. 
 
Instructors / Leaders / Helpers wanted 
 
We do hope to attract a reasonable number of participants to Bushcraft 2005, and we 
need support from club members for this. We work on a 1:2 ratio for Tirohanga, and 
a 1:3 ratio for the Silverpeaks trip, so we may need around 15 instructors for Tiro-
hanga, and a few less for Silverpeaks. We also need people to assist with the intro-
ductory evening and the river safety day trip. 

(Continued from page 10) 

(Continued on page 12) 
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As in past years, all club members can help with advertising. We have found in the 
past that word of mouth is one of our best forms of advertising. Enclosed with this 
Bulletin is a piece of promotion that you are very welcome to copy and distribute 
around your workplace, or pass on to your friends. There are more copies available 
at club, as well as a poster that may be more suited to shop windows. We need to get 
some of these put up from mid January to late February 2005. 
We will have application forms ready by the time you read this, and they will be 
available from the Dunedin Security Centre, at club, on the Website, by email 
(otmc@ihug.co.nz) or by contacting me. 
 
 

Course Programme for Bushcraft 2005 
 

 
Many thanks for your (anticipated) support towards Bushcraft 2005. 
Antony Pettinger 
Bushcraft Director 

(Continued from page 11) 

Feb 22  Introductory evening 

Feb 25/27  Tirohanga weekend camp (Friday evening - Sunday evening) 

March 1 
(variable)   Silverpeaks tramping weekend planning evening 

March 6  Practical rivercrossing day trip (tentative date) 

March 12/13  Silverpeaks tramping weekend 

March 15  Concluding evening (tentative date) 

April 9/10 
 Weekend trip to the headwaters of Lake Ohau (OPTIONAL - at 
extra cost) (this trip is delayed due to the early occurrence of Easter 
2005) 



Page13 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE 
 
 
 

Ben Ohau Range or Ball Pass 
5-6 March 

Doug Forrester 487 6416 
 
 
There are two distinct options for this trip – the Ben Ohau Range between Lake Pu-
kaki and the Dobson River is the first, and the second is the well-known Ball Pass, in 
the shadow of Aoraki/Mt. Cook.  The Ben Ohau option offers a great opportunity to 
explore and complete several round trips in the area, as at other times of the year 
they are normally under snow.  The Ball Pass trip is a semi-alpine trip at this time of 
year.  Snowcraft skills will be recommended (iceaxe/crampons) for this option. 
More information on both options will be available at club in the New Year. 
 
 
 

Anniversary Day / Easter 2005 (10 Days) 
 
Planning for this trip is underway and the following is the intended route (at least for 
me – other parties are welcome to plan their own routes, see notes below).  
 
Raspberry Flat / Shotover Saddle / Tyndall Stream / Shotover / Lochnagar / Snowy 
Creek / Upper Dart / Cascade Saddle / Matuki / (Liverpool Biv option) / Hector 
Col / French Ridge / Matuki / Raspberry Flat. 
 
This route will not be a full-on 12 hours a day race through the area, but rather an 
opportunity to visit a lot of neat place in Mt Aspiring National Park in a fairly settled 
time of year weatherwise.  The terrain will be generally sub-alpine, with some rough 
tracks, and several untracked sections.  I envisage 2 parties of 5 to be about the right 
number for this trip.  One of the things that I don’t want to do is overcrowd the trip, 
hence the opportunities for other options, either within the same area or elsewhere.  
The club doesn’t run many trips exceeding 5 days, so I want to make this trip special 
for those on it.  The grade will be around the MF grade, with some days easier than 
others.  There will be at least one rest day, either through weather or just to have a 
break and sort gear out.  
There is a registration of interest list in the clubrooms.  As this trip will require a lot 
more planning the final parties will be made up in late February, with meetings to 
arrange food and gear.  Expect to stay in a tent fly and be pretty conservative in the 
gear you carry. 
 
Ring me, Antony, at 473 7924 if you have any questions.  
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Committee Members 2004-2005 
  
 President Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Vice President Greg Powell 454 4828 
 Secretary Jenni Wright 454 5061 
 Treasurer Ann Burton 476 2360
 Imm. Past Pres Terry Casey 454 4592 
 Chief Guide/Transport Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Membership Secretary Ian Sime 453 6185 
 Gear Hire Greg Powell 454 4828 
 Daytrip Convenor Cathy McKersey 455 0994 
 Funding Greg Powell 454 4828 
 Publicity/Library Wolfgang Gerber 453 1155 
 Social Convenor Fiona Webster 487 8176 
 Clubrooms Officer Alan Thomson 455 7878 
 Bushcraft Antony Pettinger 473 7924 
 Committee  Sandra de Vries 473 7224 
 Committee Peter Mason 455 7074 
         (outside committee) 
 Bulletin Editor Robyn Bell 488 2420 
 Conservation/Advocacy David Barnes 454 4492 
 SAR Contact Teresa Wasilewska 477 4987 

Contributions (limit of 1000 words) are welcome for the January/February  Bul-
letin, deadline is 13/01/05, publication 27/01/05. You can submit material on 
floppy disc (PC not Mac please), email ‘rbell@pooka.otago.ac.nz’ (without the 
quotes), or post to Robyn Bell, 8 Roy Crescent, Concord, Dunedin.  Thanks. 

A Scotsman goes into the dentist and asks how much for an extraction.  “$85 
for an extraction, sir”, was the dentist’s reply.  “Och, hav ya not got anything 
cheaper?”, replies the Scotsman, getting agitated.  “But that’s the normal 
charge for an extraction, sir”, said the dentist.  “What about if ye didn’t use 
any anaesthetic?” asked the Scotsman hopefully.  “Well it’s highly unusual 
sir, but if that’s what you want, I suppose I can do it for $70”, said the dentist.  
“Hmmmm, what aboot if ye used one of ye dentist trainees and still without 
anaesthetic?” said the Scotsman.  “Well it’s possible, but they are only train-
ing and I can’t guarantee their level of professionalism and it’ll be a lot more 
painful, but I suppose in that case we can bring the price down to, say, $40”, 
said the dentist.  “Och that’s still a bit much.    How aboot if ye make it a 
training session and have yer student do the extraction and the other students 
watchin’ and learnin’ ?” said the Scotsman hopefully.  “Hmmmm, well OK, 
it’ll be good for the students I suppose.  I’ll charge you only $5 in that case,” 
said the dentist.  “Wonderful, it’s a deal”, said the Scotsman, “can ye book 
the wife in for next Tuesday?”     [Thanks to Doug Forrester for this gem!] 
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Silverpeaks by Moonlight (M) 
Saturday 27 November 

 
This is a walk in the moonlight so bring your partners and a torch.  We’ll leave the 
clubrooms at 7pm and go for a stroll up to Swampy, getting back to the clubrooms 
around midnight. 
Note: If the weather is unsuitable on Saturday night, this trip will be transferred to 
Sunday at 9am. 
Alan Thomson  455 7878 
 
 

Rustlers Ridge (E/M) 
5 December 

 
Join me for a stroll to build up the appetite for Christmas Dinner.  This will be a nice 
easy tramp of about 4 hours (excluding lunch).  We will leave the cars at the Leith 
Saddle (Northern Motorway) and follow the old Burns track alongside the water 
pipeline to eventually arrive on Swampy Summit via Rustlers Ridge.  Along the way 
enjoy the beautiful native bush and, as height is gained, the views of Blueskin Bay 
and Mt Cargill.  There is some mud so boots and gaiters are recommended.  This will 
be a round trip returning back to the cars down the Leith Saddle Track.  Cost is $5. 
Greg Powell  454 4828 
 
 

Silver Peaks Pre-Christmas Cobweb Blowout (M/F) 
12 December 

 
We'll do the through trip from Hightop to the Tunnels Track via Jubilee Hut and 
ABC Cave.  A great Silver Peaks sampler, as we'll see quite a few of the best bits in 
one day.  No bushbashing, I promise.  A good opportunity to suss out a key part of 
the Marathon Route. 
David Barnes 
454 4492 
 
 

Lammermoors/Te Papanui Conservation Park (E/M) 
19 December 

 
Here's another chance to visit Otago's newest conservation park, a huge area protect-
ing some of the typical tussock grassland which once covered the province. It will 

(Continued on page 16) 
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take about an hour to drive there, and you should bring warm clothing and wet 
weather gear. The weather can change very quickly. If you always dimissed tussock-
land as boring tramping country, open your mind and come and see that it is any-
thing but boring. 
Leader to be advised, contact Cathy McKersey 455 0994 with enquiries 
 
 
 

Boulder Beach (M) 
16 January 

  
This walk starts at Highcliff Road and descends to Boulder Beach.  Initially you 
walk through farmland taking in the beautiful coastal scenery then on through the 
extensive sand dune area to the beach.  This is a protected habitat area for the yellow 
eyed penguin.  As the name indicates the beach is unique because of its stoney na-
ture, unlike the sandy beaches in the surrounding area. 
Leader Terry Casey 454-4592         
(Cathy McKersey for Terry Casey) 
 
 
 

Chalkies / Powder Ridge (M) 
23 January 

 
This trip starts from the Silverstream car park, goes up through the Chalkies Reserve 
to the top of Powder Hill, then along a little-used track to a forestry road that takes us 
up to Long Ridge.  We turn right off Long Ridge on to Powder Ridge back to the 
cars, making it a round trip of roughly 7 hours.  We get some bush-walking, and 
views from the tops (depending on weather).  Some of the route is a little overgrown, 
so don't forget your gaiters. 
Contact Roy Ward 473-9518 
 
 
 

Orokanui Ecological Sanctuary / Tallest Tree in NZ (Family) 
30 January 

 
We’ll leave the clubrooms at 10am for this easy walk in to see the tallest tree.  The 
walk starts from Waitati Inlet, then goes around the estuary  to the edge of the re-
serve.  It’s then another 10 minutes further through the bush to the viewing platform.  
We can either return the way we came, or continue up through the bush to make a 
round trip. 
Leader Linda Groenewegen  473 0011 

(Continued from page 15) 


